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RE v. SIR, 
AD I been actuated ſolely by chat perſonal 


14 reſpect I feel for you, and eſteem in which I 
hold your miniſtry ; you would not have been 


troubled with any animadverſions from me on you 


late Addreſs to the Public, and ſubſequent Sermon. 
There are regards of a more facred nature, and 
higher obligation, than any that can relate to in- 
dividuals, whatever their ſuppoſed merit; and by 
theſe we muſt be ſwayed as we value the calm 
approbation of our minds, and his, who is © greater 
<« than the heart, and knoweth all things.” When 
a large body of my fellow-ſubjects, and fellow. 
_ chriſtians, to whom I am firmly. attached from 
conviction and principle, are miſrepreſentec a · 1 q 
injured—when, under the colour of a defence, * 
are betrayed when arguments, which will be 
Be 18 gladly 
embraced by thoſe who are inimical to - aur 'cank 
uſe 


and intereſt, are brought forward as fror n Ourſelves 
B N 


for 


{ 
b 
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for a perſevering rejection of our moſt juſt and 
reaſonable claims, and for the continuance, not 
only of an unmerited, invidious, diſtinction be- 
tween us and others, but the proſtitution and pro- 
fanation of one of the moſt ſacred rites of our holy 


religion; thoſe little conſiderations which often pre- 
vail, ſhould vaniſh. 1 


On the cloſeſt and moſt unpertial examination of 


which I was capable, I am, for, ought I know, as far 
as you from admitting certain theological opinions, 
to which you frequently advert ; which, though 
not new 1n any particular, are now propagated with 


a degree of zeal that would become a better cauſe, 


and under the ſanction of names that have acquired 
deſerved ſame in the philoſophical world. But 
however ill- founded I believe them to be; or un- 
favourable to the beſt and moſt important intereſts 
of the ſouls of men, I cannot, as a friend to what 
vou and I may apprehend to be evangelical truth, 
approve of your bringing them forward in a ſermon 
 profeſſedly on the duty of Chriſtians to Magiſtrates, 
oecafioned by the late Riots at Birmingham. Can 
a proteſtant diſſenter a member of the general 
body of proteſtant diſſenting miniſters—be at a loſs 


[to know where the line ſhould be laid between 


things civil and things ſacred ; that the great God 


has made no man a judge or divider over us in 


. thoſe matters that lie between him and the hearts 
of men; and that in things purely religious there 
an be no difference between the Governing and 

I - the 


— 
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the Governed? You will not miſtake me. I ob- 
ject not to the publiſhing of your own creed, or 
the creed of thoſe in- whoſe name, or for whom, 
you can certainly ſpeak, My objection lies againſt 
connecting theological opinions with the duty of 
Chr to civil e or with the Bir- 
mingham riots. | 
Though ſenſible it is no eaſy thing to maintain 
a conduct uniformly conſiſtent, I was aſtoniſhed 
to ſee ſuch a glaring inconſiſtency between the pro- 
feſſed deſign of the ſermon, and the fermon itſelf. 
Your ſermon muſt be conſidered” as political 
political in a degree that has few examples among 
thoſe which have come to my knowledge, delivered 
on a day you profeſs to hold fo ſacred as the ſab- 
bath. You bring forward, and decide. on thoſe 
ſubje&s which have agitated the political world in 
every reign for ſome centuries paſt, in the very 
diſcourſe deſigned to hold up to public odium 
thoſe miniſters who have occaſionally thought and 
written upon them. Such muſt be your views of 
the value of ſacred time, and the worth and danger 
of ſouls; and ſuch did J apprehend the general 
ſtrain of your preaching, for ſeriouſneſs and devo- 
tion; that ſcarce any evidence except your name 
prefixed could have led me to aſcribe'the diſcourſe: 
to you. It was but little 1 was able to diſcover 
becoming the houſe and worſhip of God, or that 
had any tendency to promote. the grand. end of 
1 and ſabbaths, the glory of God, the Re- 
B 2 deemer 8 


\ 
. 


Wi: VETTER+L 


deemer's honour, and the preſent and everlaſting 


good of ſouls. Had there been an entire coinci- 
dence between your political principles as expreſſed 
in your political, antipolitical, ſermon, and my 


own ; it could never have met my ideas, delivered 


as a part of public worſhip on any day, much leſs 
on the Lord's; for the want of that which every 
ſinner needs, and the importance of which is felt by 
every faint. - Strike no more upon that rock againſt 
which you repreſent others as having ſplit. Take 
a Friend's advice: keep politics out of your ſer- 
mons, leſt they injure your own ſpirit and eat out 


that which Sives the value to the ſeveral parts of 


the great duty of a miniſter in the houſe of God. 


Had I no rule to judge by but your ſermon now 
before me, compared with what I know to be your 


uſual ftrain and manner, I ſhould think there was 
ſomething contaminating in politics when brought 
into the pulpit. Were you as happy in your mind 
in the calm hour you prepared this ſermon, as you 


have often been when different ſubjects were before 


you? Did you, in delivering the ſermon, find all 
that ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity in your own ſpirit ; 
that glow of love to God and Man ; that ardent 
concern that the great end of the chriſtian miniſtry 
might, through grace, be anſwered in the hearts 


and lives of your hearers, when your mind was 


occupied with Teſt and Corporation acts; the civil 


magiſtrates power and right; the different forms 
of government; Toaſts at Revolution Clubs; and 


the 
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reſpectable chriſtian ſociety, and then publiſhed to 
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the ereeds and conduct of other Apoſtles beſides 
the twelve ; which you have often found when. de- 


livering your divine Maſter's meſſage ? You well 


know the meaning of the word ſ/aveur in the ac- 
ceptation of thoſe who ſtand firſt in your efteem 
among chriſtians. Will this ſavour be diſcovered, 
in your ſermon, by your pious readers? 

Having made theſe general Remarks, I now 
proceed to the conſideration of every part of your 
late Publication, in juſtice to the numerous body 
of Proteſtant Diſſenters—in juſtice to our Supe- 
riors in power, who are in danger of being miſled, 
and in whoſe eyes I wiſh them to appear only as 


| they have been, and really are —and in juſtice to 


have made to be ſubſtantiated. * 

I muſt not ſuffer your Title Page to oak unno- 
ticed. It is not the eaſieſt thing in book- making. 
It often coſts an author more thought and time 
than any other page in the volume. From ſome 
Titles we learn nothing of the contents of the book; 
being only calculated to catch the eye, and awaken 
curioſity. But, for the moſt part, they are deſigned 
to convey an idea of what the Public may expect. 


Such, I preſume, was the deſign of yours. 


« THE DUTY OF CHRISTIANS TO Maris TRATES.“ 


From a ſermon. with this title, preached to a 


the 
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the world; we might expect that an gy 
ſcientious hearer or reader, who wiſhes to knew 
his duty with a view to practice, would find all 
needful information. If not, the colours hung 
out are falſe pode and may Nor a dangerous 
ſnare, 1 

From the tide; you odd to point out the 
Occaſton on which the Sermon was preached, VIz, 
the Riots at Birmingbaw. I need not aſk what 
muſt be the expectation of every reader of com- 
mon underſtanding from a ſermon of ſuch a ſub- 
zect as that announced, and thus circumſtanced. 
Whether rioting is, at all, held up by you as a 
breach of the duty owing to the civil Magiſtrate 
whether the Birmingham riot, however: outrageous 
and dreadful, is repreſented by you as criminal 
whether what you have advanced does not amount, 
on the whole, rather to a Juſtification than con- 
demnation of thoſe, almoſt unexampled, exceſſes, 
will be calmly and impartially conſidered 1 in its pro- 
per place, in another letter, L 

You next announce an AbpkzEss ro THE PuBLIe 
with an apparent laudable deſign, #0 remove the re- 
proach lately fallen on Proteſtant Di iſenters. ; oj 

I give you credit for good i intentions: but am 
not ſenſible they are, as a Body, reproached by 
thoſe whoſe good opinion is worth ſecuring: or 
that their conduct, as a body, has merited re- 
proach from any, Of this I am firmly perſuaded, 
that the generality of Proteſtant Diſſenters will con⸗ 

ſider 


33k 
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ſider themſelves as wider no obligation to you for 


your defence, as it proceeds upgn grounds, and 
principles they muſt diſavow. Let the Public 


know that they are not that unmanly, temporizing, 
obſequious, ſycophantic tribe you would repreſent 


them, and into which it is the drift of your pub- 


lication to form them. They know and admire 
the Conſtitution of their Country. They are 


warm and ſteady in their attachment to the Per- 
ſon, Family and Government of their Sovereign. 


They know what their rights are in common with 


their fellow - ſubjects; and, I truſt, will ever aſſert 
them with decency and reſpect: and, notwith- 
ſtanding the difficulty of eradicating long, deep- 
rooted, prejudices, I have a confidence in the wit- 


dom and juſtice of the Britiſh nation, that theſe 
claims will be acknowledged and granted. 


There is one part of your title I read with re- 
verence. It has the ſtamp of Heaven upon it. 


ce And ſeek the peace of the city whither 1 have 


« cauſed you to be carried away 'captives, &c.“ 
As a motto to your Sermon and Addreſs, I am 
not able to diſcover the ſhadow of propriety. Are 
Proteſtant Diſſenters Capiives ? What Nebuchad- 


| nezzar led them hither in his train, in triumph? 
In what period were our Anceſtors at home in any 
other land? The application of your motto would 
reflect diſgrace on thoſe governing powers, whoſe 


favorable ſentiments you ſeem ſo aſſiduous to court. 
Britain 
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Britain is our natale ſolum—the native ſoil of our 


Anceſtors, from times the moſt remote. We have 
our houſes, lands, trades, profeſſions, and every 


intereſt in the State, in common with our fellow- 
ſubjects of every other deſcription. We pay our 


quota to the ſupport of the ſtate in common with 
others, and as chearfully as any. When was the 
ſtate endangered by foreign foes, or internal trea- 
ſons and rebellions, when we were not ready to 
put property and life to the hazard for its defence ? 
In eventful and dangerous periods, there have been 
great Princes whom God has raiſed up for our de- 


liverance, who ſaw and acknowledged their perſo- 


nal obligation, and that of the ſtate, to them from 
whom we are deſcended.—l have ſaid the more in 
this-place, becauſe it points out the grand miſtake 
which runs through the whole of your publication; 


that Proteſtant Diſſenters are, in this land, only on 
' ſufferance. This idea, did it generally prevail in 
another Party, would put the peace, not only of 


the City, but the nation at large, to a dreadful ha- 


zard. Who would wonder if ſome © Benjamite 


te ſhould blow the trumpet and ſay, we have no 
« part in David, neither have we inheritance in 


: e the Son of Jeſſe: every man to his tents, O 


ce Iſrael?” It is tender ground you have taken. 


If you ſeek the City's or the ant s peace, 
tread with caution, 


= That 


I ran 9 
That your labours as a Miniſter may be abun- 
4 dantly owned and bleſt, when directed into their 
| proper channel (as I am perſuaded they have, ge- 
_  nerally, been) is the wiſh and prayer of 


E FPFꝛͤ0our real Friend 
5 1 London, | 1 LEP 
J Ang. 15, 1791 3 
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HOUGH have 1 in the preceding 
letter, to your Addreſs to the Public, intend- 


ed, as you ſay, to remove the reproach lately fallen on 


Proteſtant Diſſenters; it demands a more perticular 
notice, 

entirely 8 in your — that the 
truths of religion may frequently be enforced with 


peculiar advantage, by a ſuitable regard to provi- 
dential occurrences. But what ſtrikes me is the 
want of a ſuitable regard to that unhappy occur- 
rence you mention as having given birth to your 


diſcourſe. You profeſs to ſtate and recommend 
the obligation of Chriſtians to preſerve the charac- 
ter of the © quiet in the land :” but in your mode 
of doing it, who are the perſons you criminate ? 
Are they the Birmingham Rioters, or thoſe Gen- 
tlemen who think the emancipation of a great na- 
tion a joyful event, and, in the expreſſion of whofe 
joy, it has not even been inſinuated that there were 
any exceſſes committed, or any thing faid or done 
inconſiſtent with loyalty to the King, and a ſteady 
attachment to the conſtitution of their country > 
I am 


KETVTER Mi 11 
I am no promoter of ſuch Meetings. I never at- 
tend them. However innocent in themſelves ; 
ſome baſe, deſigning ſpirits may take ' occaſion to 
excite riot and confuſion. But obedience to the 
civil Magiſtrate on our part, does certainly call for 
protection on his, | | 
Whilſt I would rejoice in your happineſs in 
being connected with ſuch a chriſtian ſociety as 
you repreſent your own; I cannot ſuffer your epi- | 
thet, Phile/ophizing, to paſs unnoticed ; eſpecially | 
as this is not the only place where Science and Phi- 
 Hoſephy are held up by you, in ſuch a connexion as 
would lead your readers to ſuppoſe there was ſome- 
thing in them unfavourable to the truths and ſpirit 
of the goſpel. This muſt be confidered as a re- 
flection on Chriſtianity, This, if admitted, would 
furniſh the adverſaries of chriſtianity with a ſtronger 
argument againſt it, than the deepeſt and moſt de- 
termined of that number have been able to bring. 
Is learning, in itſelf conſidered, in any of its 
various branches, unfavorable to the © truth as it 
« js in-Jeſus ?” Is there any thing in the evidences, 
doctrines, . genius, ſpirit of the goſpel, that will 
not ſtand every teſt—that will not bear the cloſeſt 
examination of the moſt penetrating! mind ? Are 
not the © works of God great; ſought out of all 
te them who have pleaſure therein ? Is not the 
great volume of nature as certainly from Jehovah, 
as that volume of grace and truth in which you 
and J rejoice and triumph? Can there be any thing 
1 — - = a_ 
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diſcovered in the one that, in the leaſt, militates 


againſt the other? I know that ſome philoſophical 


men have been Infidels; and that others have de- 
nied the truth of certain doctrines which you and 
I conſider as entering eſſentially into Chriſtianity :- 
But how many names could I add to that greateſt 
of Philoſophers, Sir I. Newton, who were its firm 
believers, and able and ſtrenuous defenders! 

I am not aware that the “religious and politi- 
cal ſentiments. of Diſſenters at large have been 
miſunderſtood, and miſrepreſented by the publie 
in general. Some imprudent men there are be- 
longing to our own body; as, I apprehend, may be 
found in every other. It is granted that ſome in- 
cautious things have been ſaid and publiſhed; 
which, as we might expect, have been induſtriouſſy 
held forth by thoſe who were previouſly unfriendly 


to our cauſe and intereſt, When you charge the 
- reproach that has fallen on Diſſenters to the * con- 


« duct of ſome individuals among ' ourſelves, 
« who, leaving the quiet duties of their profeſſion, 
« have ſpoken and written perverſe. things, to 
et draw away diſciples after them :” you, certainly, 
meant to. open the grave, diſturb the aſhes, and 
blacken the memory of Dr. ?. (As for ano- 
ther Doctor, he is. alive, and in the habit of, at- 
tack and defence.) I feel myſelf prompted. to be- 
come his advocate, different as his Creed was from 
my own, and how much ſoever I may diſapprove 
an unguarded page in one of his public diſcourſes. 
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Do you #now that he left and neglected the quiet 
duties of his profeſſion ? Was that heavy charge 
ever brought againſt him before? Were not his 
ſermons reputed exceedingly various and well com- 
poſed ; and his public ſervices remarked, by per- 
ſons of all denominations, for their ſerious and de- 
votional ſtrain? Did his great proficiency as a 
Linguiſt, Metaphyſician, Mathematician, Philo- 
ſopher; or his knowledge of Man in his relation 
to civil ſociety; or his publications under any of 
theſe deſcriptions, prevent the diſcharge of Paſtoral 
duty ? That which would occupy the whole of 
your life and mine, may employ, comparatively, 
but a ſmall portion of another's, where great abili- 
ties, and great application meet, When I think 
on that eaſy acceſs which his known integrity and 
abilities gave him to Stateſmen—the recourſe that 
was had to him for advice and information when 
ſchemes were forming for leſſening a burden, be- 
come almoſt unſupportable—the repeated and ho- 
norable mention that was made of him in the 
Britiſh Senate, when no party buſineſs was con- 
cerned—and the high eſteem in which he is held 
in neighbouring, and diſtant nations; with what 
ſhow of reaſon can I conſider ſuch a Man as the 
. of the Diſſenting Body ? 

I may be miſtaken as to what you meant to 
| fd by the < perverſe things which were ſpoken 
te and written to draw away diſciples after them: 


2 it — * from the cloſe connexion in 
which 
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which they. ſtand with the charge of leaving he 
quiet duties of their. profeſſion, that you mean 
avowed opinions on civil concerns, And this in- 
terpretation will be found entirely to n n 
other parts of your publication. 

The political opinions of the deceaſed (to uſe a 
word which, with you, is a term of reproach) are 
before the public, and muſt have been before you, 
or you would not, I ſhould think, have brought A 
Heavy charge from the word of God and laid it 
upon them. Now, I wiſh to be informed what 
there is that is new in his political writings, Had 
you read Locke, Hoadly, and other writers of 
diſtinguiſhed: merit, you would have found exactiy 
the ſame perverſe things : and I hazard nothing 
when I pronounce it happy for this country that 
they did “ draw away many diſciples after them,” 

"Theſe perverſe things are the prineiples of the glo- 
rious Revolution, by which, under the Providence 
of God, the moſt valuable rights and liberties of 
our pious Anceſtors were ſecured, when threatened 

and invaded. And to the fame perverſe things are 
we indebted, under the ſame” over-ruling Power, 
ſor the Acceſſion of the illuſtrious Houſe of Ha- 
nover to the throne of theſe Realms; and they lie 
at the very foundation of our happy Conſtitution. 
Jou mean, I am perſuaded, to be loyal to your 
Sovereign,” and friendly to the intereſts of your 
Country: but, indeed, you miſtake the way. Your 
| * as far as Þ am able to collect them, 
Aike | | | would 
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would unhinge the State, and throw all i into anar- 
chy and confuſion. | 
Were I to admit the mournful fact of ow 
« apoſtacy of a conſiderable body of proteſtant 
« diſſenters from the doctrines of the reformation” 
(not. that their being the doctrines of the Reforma- 
tion can, in itſelf conſidered, ſway with any think- 
ing man) I cannot ſee why that was brought for- 
ward in an addreſs intended for their defence. 
Where was it made by our Brethren in the Efta- 
bliſnment a ground of reproach ? Are not the 
doctrines of the Reformation, after all, more gene 
rally preached among Diſſenters than in the Church 
by law eltabliſhed ? I have not heard that the Dig- 
nitaries of the Church are. diſtinguiſhed' by. their: 
attachment to them; or that zeal for them is the- 
road to preferment. Are not the few, compara- 
tively, among the Clergy. who preach, what you 
conſider, the Doctrines of the Reformation, ſtig- 
matized by the name of Methodiſts? Some of 
thoſe Miniſters were brought up in the boſom of 
the Church who muſt be ranked among the molt 
formidable in their oppoſition to what you and I 
may conſider the pure doctrines of the goſpel. | + * 
I am well aware of that pride and uncharitable- 
18 couched under the title ſome Diſſenters have 
- aſſumed; of Rational Diſſenters; and have no wiſn 
to call in queſtion what you affirm of the vaſt 
number, truly eſtimable, boch Miniſters and Pri- 
vate oma who greatly e their Sbeo- 
| 5 logical 


— m * 
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logical opinions: but I dare not affirm, with you, 
the ſame diſagreement in political. I have found 
very few among our reputed orthodox Brethren 
who did not agree in the great outlines of Civil 
Government, as a ſcience, with the Apoſtle of Li- 
berty. Why you ſhould invade the province of 
the French, in advancing others to that aa 
is inconceivable. 

You ſpeak, in your Addreſs, in a connexion of 
great diſapprobation, of the © boundleſs liberty. 
cc ſome have exerciſed in judging of Theological 
ec ſubjects. But ought it not to be boundleſs? 
Can the laws of the nation, or any outward re-: 
ſtraint, prevent a man from exerciſing his judg- 
ment? The mind would paſs its judgment on thoſe 
very laws and reſtraints. This liberty of private 
judgment, lies at the very foundation of your 


diſſent from the eſtabliſhed Church: and that 
Church cannot vindicate her ſeparation from the 
Romiſh Communion on any other ground. In 

ſnort; you make that which is an impoſſibility, a 


crime: and with this ſuppoſed crime you e 


another, namely, © oppoſition to the regulations 


« of Government prudently impoſed on perſons: 


. ſeparating from the eſtabliſhed ' religion of their 


c Country.” Were it not for thoſe prejudices I: 
have for years had in your favour, I ſhould ani- 
madvert with great ſeverity on this paragraph. If 

you are a Diſſenter, on principle and conviction, 


1 am at a loſs to Ta how * can conſider the 


reſtraints 


*"4 288 


Ay | 


II. WW 


and whatever enters into — as a body z 
are more agreeable to that divine ſtandard, which 
ought to give law to the World; and better .cal- 
eulated to effect, under God, the greateſt good of 
fallen man, than can be found in the Church eſta- 
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bliſhed by law; where can be the real prudence 
(for I am not now ſpeaking of worldly policy) of 


impoſing reſtraints ? If they are not ; why do you 
ſeparate from her communion ? How can it be 
that I am reaſoning with a Proteſtant Diſſenter ? 
I am totally at a loſs on what ground you ſtand. 

In no part of your Addreſs to the Public have 
you laid yourſelf more open to an attack than in 
that which reſpects the > of 7 zhe Te Pp, and Cora 
poration Abs. 

No deſcription of men are gate 1 am 155 
to admit that in a few inſtances there was not all 
that temperance of zeal in the Reſolutions of County 


Meetings that might be wiſhed. But I am a total 


ſtranger to any thing of cotitumely; want of de- 


ceney and reverence to Superiors when-the ſubject 


of the repeal was before the Britiſh-Legiſlature.. 
From your ſuppoſed ſerious caſt and turn of 
mind, 1 ſhould have expected you would have been 
among the fit, and moſt zealous, in reſcuing 
the holy: ordinance of the Lord's Supper from pro- 


fanation; that you would have conſidered the con- 


finuance. of . acts which ſecularize religion, 


WM | D a and 
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and bring all Officers under the Crown, from the 
Lord Chancellor, to the. common. Sailor on board 
2 Cuſtom-Houſe Cutter, to the table of the dying 
Redeemer, among the crying crimes of the age. 
But, in diametrical oppoſition to ſuch conduct and 
ſuch views, you contribute your part to perpetuate 
this profanation, and furniſh an argument which, if 
well founded, would have more weight 1 in Parlia- 
ment ſor the rejection of any future application 
than any one that has, or all that have, been 
hitherto advanced. Whether thefe is any truth or 
juſtice in that argument, I am bound in honour 
and conſcience to e and let the . Judge 
between us. 

You begin with Difleming Mikifers.: 10 ad 
the public that the number of- thoſe, whom you ſtile 
reſpectable, was not ſmall, who in the late applica- 
tion ,to Parliament diſapproved of ' blending reli- 
gious and ſecular reaſons as grounds of complaint. 
This, if fact (which I am far from believing) is 
nothing to the purpoſe. - Had the application to 
Parliament been made by Miniſters only, perhaps 
it might have been right to have laid the profana- 
tion of the Lord's Supper by the Teſt and Corpo- 

tation Acts, as the ground of complaint: though 
it does not appear to me che greateſt of crimes for 
A2 Miniſter to conſult the ſecular intereſt of others. 

I know not any command of God, any part of the 

Saviour's example, or any good principle in che 
138 chat militates againf:. | it. Tu Application 
8 © ES 6 
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to Parliament did not originate with Miniſters ;. 
was not carried on by them; nor were they equally 


. Intereſted with others, in its ſucceſs, If Miniſters 


have but one World to attend to, it is not ſo with 
their people: and as all your Brethren are not, like 
you, in the * enjoyment of an abundance,” p. 9. 
you ſhould for their ſake, grant to the Laity leave 
to pay ſome little attention to an apoſtglic injunc- 
tion of uniting © diligence in u/ineſs” with © fer- 
vor of fpirit.”——If there were more grounds of 
complaint than one againſt the Teſt and Corpora- 
tion · Acts; ſome of a ſacred, and others of a civil 
nature; why, in the name of common ſenſe, ſhould 
they not all be brought forward? If, in the Acts in 
queſtion, there was not only a proſtitution of the 
Lord's Supper to purpoſes moſt foreign to its Di- 
vine Author's deſign, but an unjuſt, unmerited and 
ee diſtinction made between the members 

ſame civil community; what reaſon can be 
2 why either ſhould be kept back * the 
Senate? 

That ny ſhould be aft che repeal 95 the Se- 
cond reaſon you adduce, is ſuch a reflection upon 
your Brethren that I cannot eaſily admit it. It is 
a buſineſs totally diſtinct from the orthodoxy of the 
doctrinal Articles and Liturgy of the Eſtabliſned 


Church —a buſineſs in which the ſeveral denomi- 
nations of Proteſtant Diſſenters had a common in- 


tereſt. When an attempt is made to put a ſtop Nh 
a _ national crime, ſhall I hang back; en- 
D 2 "TED deavour 
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deavour to fruſtrate the attempt; becauſe the the 
ological creed of ſome who may take an active 
part, does pot entirely tally with my on? If my 
houſe is on fire; if IJ am under ſome alarming dif- 
eaſe; or if I am in queſt of what I am ſenſible is 
my right; muſt no man aſſiſt me, however able 
and willing; muſt I rejeck his ſervices; until I 


have enquired into his Theological opinions ? If 


there are thoſe among your Brethren who really 


urged what you have mentioned, againſt ſeeking | 


the Repeal in queſtion, you ſhould have kindly. 


dawn the veil over, what muſt be conſidered, after 
all, rather their infirmity than their fault. 
Wich my views of the Acts in queſtion; ſo 


counter to the ſpirit of Chriſtianity; ſo abſolutely 
and obviouſly inefficient, as means, to effect the 
end propeſed—aQs which, on their firſt paſſing, 


| war not levelled agairiſt Proteſtant Diſſenters, but 


Papiſts; at a time when great danger was appre- 


hended from that quarter acts which, by being 
continued in force when the reaſon for paſſing them 
is univerſally believed to have ceaſed, make an 


undeſerved , and unfavourable diſtinction between 
vs and our fellow ſubjects; ; you. will not wonder 


| at my taking particular notice of what you cer- 
thinly intended as a gute oke n any fy 


ture application for relief. . 
Noatwichſtanding nevi Monrcs: oninioa of, thes eri-. 


' minaligy::of private Chriſtians, . and eſpeeially of 


Chrifliao. Miniſters eps interfering, in- the civil 
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concerns of the nation; you boldly addreſs the 
1 auguſt Senate of the land in order to influence 


YA their future deciſions i in a matter inſeparably con- 
| nected with. civil concerns. They are, in their 
ſenatorial capacity, inſtrusted by you, that = Diſ- 

F c ſenters; are not unanimous, in deſiring the repeal 
te of the Teſt and Corporation Acts.“ This can» 
3 not he denied, becauſe you, if a Diſſenter, dd not 
L geſire it, Conſidering how large the Body; the 


1 obliquity in the brain of ſome; and the dementia 
3 Jecundum quid of others; a perfect unanimity is 
1 not to be expected in any conceivable matter. 

But leſt this ſtroke ſhould not be deadly, as the 
degree in which unanimity is wanting, is not aſcers 
tained in it; you proceed to inform the Legiſla- 
ture, that you e know many of the firſt character 
te and opulence who, all things conſidered, wiſh 

4 _ that what is at reſt may not be diſturbed,” 
I In anſwer to this I wiſh to know whether, in 


4 and affair of magnitude, Proteſtant Diſſenters, of 
| every name and deſcription, have been equally una- 
nimous. Were there any counter meetings; or 
were any counter petitions preſented ? Were any 
of thoſe ſteps" taken gainſt the repeal by any Diſ- 
ſenters, in either of the applications, which always 
% are taken when there is that want of unanimity 
7% _ which ſhould at all influence the deciſions of Pars 
=_ = liament ? Jour correſpondent does not bbaft * bis 
; ppp e e Perfohs-of the *< firſt Character 
—_— L e Opulenee yt: but his ſtanding 1 in lite is bf 
| | R | | earlier 
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earlier date than yours; and his opportunities for 
acquaintance with the Body to which he belongs, 
at leaſt, equal. The Diſſenters, high in character 
and of great opulence, in the Senate, were firm 
and ſtrenuous for the Repeal: and I am free to 
declare, that I have not met a ſingle Diſſenter of 
Opulence, Character and acknowledged Abilities, 
but diſapproved the Acts in queſtion on thoſe 
grounds I have mentioned above. Some of - 
timid ee might rather wiſh 


— * to bear the ins they have | 
ee Than flec to others which they know not of: · 


ah a few, whom J pride myſelf in calling Fendi, 
have expreſſed their fears left public honours and 
emoluments, ſhould they become ; acceſſible to 
Diſſenters, and enjoyed by them; might prove 
unfavourable to their religious character, and; in 
the iſſue, leſſen their number : (a matter I ſhould 
have thought it right to diſcuſs in this. place had 
your Addreſs furniſhed me with it) but their uni- 
form opinion, nevertheleſs, was that the Acts, the 
repeal of which was ſought, were abſurd, in the fit 
mftance—that they ought never to have. Paſſed q hat 
they are diſgraceful to our Statutes—and not to be vin- 
| dicated. on any iis 75 religion, reaſon; alice or 
kn, Hg with your views s of te duty of Chriſtians, 
Id. Chriſtian-Miniſters, with reſpect to the civil 
affairs of a n yougſhould E the ſecret 


n= | 3 {prings 
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ſprings of government, and be able to tell the 
public the real cauſe of the late deciſion, is a myſ- 
tery. In the great and little World, the 9/feri/ible 


are often very different from the real reaſons. : I 


am apprehenſive the Repeal would not have been 
obtained, had it been "nar in any way. human 
wiſdom. could deviſe. | | 
That the Public might not „ foppole you were | 
actuated by party zeal, you aſſure them that you 
are of © no party, nor attached to any ſe& of 
Chriſtian Profeſſors.” The being of 2, Party, is a 
very different thing from poſſeſſing a Party Miri. 


ISS, 


heart... Chriſtian benevolence ſhould 3 no other 
| bounds than thoſe of the Creation itſelf, But ſtill, 


1 have no conception how a man of thought, read- 

ing and reflexion, can be without bis Preference 
and attachments. When you entered on the Chriſ- 
tian Miniſtry, was it a matter of indifference with 
You, with what ſe& or denomination of profeſſing 
Chriſtians you connected yourſelf ? Your delibe- 


rately accepting a call to a Proteſtant Diſſenting 


Congregation your ſolemn Ordination to the Paſ- 


toral charge, rendered void by the death of a Mi- 
 piſter of real Abilities, ſound Learning, exemplary 
Piety, and who ſtill lives in the dear recollection 


of many—and your admiſſion into the general 
Body of Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters, muſt be 


underſtood as pointing out the very py you be- 
. long o. 


— 


25 . I cannot 


„6 


: — — 1 ff 
9 * 3 "I" "So 
fa Md OP ns "M1 os IE 2 GRADE, 204,05; Aba 5 - "_ a AS te Y » Wi 
P/ $0 a I EEE 


FT 


— — 
— — 


5 
15 8 an. hs 

— * — 4 1 
CORD x 


| 
= 
| 
| 


— — 
inp” —— oe 


— — — 
— — 


. 
2 
= * 

W 4p 
S 8 


notice any might take: on which very different 


fight paſſage, or drawn one unfair concluſion; (of 
wich F am not conſcious) I ſhould have been 


W. . ee e 


4 VETTEK Nu. | 
I cannot pal. over that part of the clofing para- 


graph of your Addrefs, in which you declare your 
determination to make no reply, whatever public | 


conftru&ions will be put. If you did not think 
the matter of your Addreſs, beſides being true, 
important ; you would not have brought it before 
the public eye, and tribunal; What is true and | 
important tnerits defence.” Vou could not kor 
what Publications yours might give birth to; which, I 
I fuffered to paſs unanſwered, might greatly injure 
the cauſe in which you have embarked.” If I have 
miſunderſtood your meating, miſrepreſented a 


happy i in being convinced, and in doing you public E 
juſtice. © Truth never loſes by fair and open dif» = 
cuſſion,” Into all that i is eſſential may you. be led, 3 


an lad many. 
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Rev. Six, | 


N dans your Sermon on the Chr ian 5 
Duty to the civil Magiſtrate, occaſioned by the Riots 
at Birmingham, 1 ſhall paſs over the arrangement 


of its parts, compoſition, punctuation, &c. only 


obſerving that they are things to which every Cle- 


rical Man ſhould attend when he comes, a volun- 
teer, before the public eye, in juſtice not only to 
his own reputation, but to that of his Brethren. 


Revering the maxim * partere mortuis,” I find 


4 metal inclined to reſcue the man who came to our 
Saviour, and in a reſpectful manner, requeſted him 
that © he would ſpeak to his Brother, that he di- 


ce vide the inheritance with him,” from the impu- 
tation you caſt upon him. This ſingle act is the 
only ground on which you pronounce him a 
te wyorldly- minded man,” Your readers will diſ- 


tinguiſh between minding the world and worldly- 
mindednefſs. Though this, apparently, injured 


brother, might ill- time his requeſt, and the Saviour 
have his reaſons for not granting it; I muſt till 
think there was that wiſdom and prudence berrayed 


in his conduct e if copied, would have pre- 
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* 


vented many a ruinous ſuit at Law, and many a 


Family from being torn in pieces. In numberleſs 


inſtances might the. interpoſition of ſome Friend, 
high in the eſtimation of the contending parties, 
eſpecially when the parties are, as in this caſe, near 
a-kin, have prevented animoſities that 1 gone 
with individuals to their graves. 

. Your. text is our Lord's reply : © Ant he ſaid 
ec unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a 
« divider. over, you? He did not chooſe at that 
time, and period of his miniſtry, to grant his re- 
queſt. I admit, alſo, that the Saviour might intend 
to check applications to him in temporal concerns, 
and to raiſe the thoughts of thoſe who were around 
him to the ſpiritual nature and deſign of his office 


and kingdom. 25 e 
On this you ground your Aiffourke « on the duty 


of Chrj itians to Magiſtrates ; directly inferring that 


dhe ſollowers of Chriſt, of whatever deſcription, 


iniſters or others, to the end of time, muſt not 


> interfere i in. the concerns of thoſe who are inveſted 


with authority for the purpoſes of govertiment, 
p. bo 

Now, will you fay that every individual act of 
"the Saviour $ life, peculiarly circumſtanced as He 
Was, is the object of our imitation ; and that we 


can draw from it general and univerſal concluſions ? 4 


Muſt every future Chriſtian curſe every barren tree 
| becauſe He curſed the Fi ig-tree that had leaves but 


* fruit? FF ya of the Sayiour $ bey and of 
bly. 


r 
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LETTERS... 25 
his deliberate intention utterly to overturn the Jewiſh 
Hierarchy. You are not aware whither your po- 


| fition would lead you. 


cannot object to the firſt ea under your 
Firſt grand diviſion, in which you conſider the na- 
ture of the chriſtian religion in relation to civil go- 
vernment : that © it is diſtin& from, and indepen- 
dent of, human legiſlation.“ That truth of the 
higheſt authority, © the Kingdom of Chriſt is not 
of this world,“ lies at the very foundation; of our 
Proteſtant diſſent. It is our juſtification in ſepa- 


rating from a Hierarchy ; in every part of which, 


the civil power is blended. —1 cannot but remark 


by the way, that however conſiſtent it might be in 


me to bring this declaration of the Saviour before 
the public eye, at this juncture; I do not ſee how 


| you could, with your views of the Eſtabliſhed 


Church, and of the Chriſtian's, and eſpecially the 
Chriſtian Miniſter's, duty as to civil matters. From 
what you fay, p. 35. of the < Clergy of the eſta- 
« bliſhed Church being ſo connected with the State 


«as to furniſh ſome excuſe for their taking a part 


55 


25 in ſtate affairs; it is plain, on your own ground, 
you cannot touch the Church without touching the 
State : and yet, in your account of the nature of 
the Chriſtian religion, you bring that deliberately. 
forward which ſtrikes at the very foundation of all 
eſtabliſhments. Ts this being © of the quiet of the 
Was peg conſiſtent with the wiſh << that 
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how the boldeſt and moſt daring of thoſe Knight- 
Errants, thoſe Apoſtles of Liberty, could aim a 
mightier ſtroke againſt the Church by law eſta- 
bliſhed, than yours, when you put this pointed 
queſtion, p. 26. What temporalities has the 


Church of Chriſt to expect on ſcripture grounds, 


« in the preſent world? It is the Mother of Har- 
60 lots, which ſays, I fit a queen, and ſhall ſee no 
« ſorrow.” Huſh! No calling of ſuch names as 
theſe ! If Churchmen hear, they will claſs you 
with the < unquiet of the land; —with the troublers 


of their Ifrael; with thoſe © who ſeem born to vex 


ee the ſtate,” p. 23. Would you have hazarded 
this hard name, Mother of Harlots, in the High- 
Street, Birmingham, the other day ? Nothing ſhort 
of the miracle wrought upon Philip could have 
faved you. There is ſomething manly, 'it is true, 


in a bold and open attack; but the times call for 


caution and prudence. If ready yourſeff to put 
every thing to a noble hazard; remember the body 
you belong to may be reproached, and their liberty, 


Hern and perſonal ſafety endangered. 


Admitting that religion is diſtinct from, and in- 
dependent of, human legiſlation; that the King- 
dom of Chriſt is not of this world as to its origin, 
introduction, ſupport, laws or final iſſue; I am not 
aware any inference can be drawn from it reſpe&- | 
ing the impropriety, inconſiſtency and criminality 


of Chriſtians intereſting themſelves, and, at times, 


e an active Part, in the « concerns of the ſtate. 
1 9985 I would 


4. 
2 


— 


N it will, © So little has your. account” of 
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1 at juſt obſerve. in this place, that the word 
interfere, which occurs ſo frequently in your ſermon, 
is ſometimes uſed in converſation for officious, im- 
pertinent meddling. This cannot be your ſenſe, 
as it would be begging the queſtion, .and reducing, 
almoſt, your whole ſermon to this identical propo- 
ſition, that what is wrong is wrong. A religion as 
diſtin&t from, and independent of, human legiſla- 


tion as you repreſent, and as I believe the Chriſtian 


religion to be, may, in its ſpirit and commands, 
make a Chriſtian's interference in the civil concerns 
of his country a duty. Granting that chriſtianity, 
as a Syſtem, hath nothing to do with civil govern- 
ment as to its origin or ſupport ; it does not thence 


follow that it has nothing to do with civil Gover- 


nors, or the conduct of Subjects with reſpe& to 
them, Tou ſuppoſe there is a ſenſe in which the 


Chriſtian religion is not diſtin from legiſlation, when 


you collect thoſe texts enforcing obedience to Ma- 


giſtrates on which the abettors of paſſive obedience 


and non-reſiſtance, and the moſt violent perſecu- 
tors of the Church laid their principal ſtreſs. Chriſ- 
tianity, in its deſign and tendency, is to influence 
all deſcriptions of men. By this * Kings are to 
« reign, and Princes decree juſtice.” Chriſtianity 
is neither trade nor commerce. It is as diſtinct, 
in this inſtance, as it is from legiſlation: and yet 


it ought to follow the tradeſman every where, and 


influence him in every thing: if he is the Religious 


the 


the diſtin& nature of religion to do with your fas 1 
vorite object, that it may be as much a Chriſtian's 3 
duty, in ſome ſuppoſeable circumſtances, to diſ- 
obey and reſiſt, as to obey in any other. Tou are 
not aware that, if there was any thing to the pur- 
poſe in the concluſion you would draw from the 
diſtin& nature of the Chriſtian Religion. from hu- 3 
man Legiſlation, that it cuts off its votaries from = 
taking any intereſt and part in, or (if you will) 1 
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miſtake as to the inference to be drawn from your 
own account of the diſtinct and independent na- 1 
ture of the Chriſtian religion, is that ſtumble and 3 
fall at the threſhold, from which you recover in 
none of the ſubſequent parts of. your diſcourſe. I 6. | 
would lend you a friendly hand help you up F 
reftore you, in the ſpirit of meeknels, to your real B 
place in the State as a Briton and a Man, without 
forgetting, for a moment, your character as a Ai, F 
Gan and a Chriſtian Wr, | 2B 

There is one remark I muſt make to your 2 E | 
vantage, on the cloſe of your enlargement onthe 
diſtin& 


. interfering with, the civil concerns of a Country; A 
Hy then, no Chriſtian could be a King, Stateſman, or 3 
af Officer under the Crown: Chriſtianity, however 4 
. diſtin&t from the State, is an univerſal rule of duty. } 

It is as binding on thoſe, who ſway ſceptres, make q 
laws, or fill the chair of magiſtracy, to keep the 4 
nation's: good ever in their eye, as it can be on 1 
others to obey. | 4 

T have ſaid the more in this place, becauſe your 3 
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diſtinct and independent nature of the chriſtian re- 


ligion, and that is, your gratitude for even the 
ſmalleſt favours, p. 17. When governments are 
intolerant, they are intolerable; boldly invade the 
right, and uſurp the throne of Jehovah; and a 
well- timed, well-concerted oppoſition, muſt not 


only be allowable, but the fruit of that zeal for 


God, without which I ſhould ſuſpect the chriſtianity 
of any man. I would wiſely eye God, and live in 


the daily exerciſe of gratitude to him: but, indeed, 
my heart requires ſomething more to warm and 
fill it, than the bare circumſtance of not being per- 
 feeuted, not harraſſed, by a Government eſtabliſhed 


for the advantage of the governed, and to the ſup- 
—You cloſe the ſen- 
tence by adding « and the Powers he has ordained 
ce on earth to maintain order ſhould in all things 


de he obeyed. When perſons have taken a wrong 
| ground they are in perpetual danger of ſaying what 


18 nothing to the purpoſe, or ſaying what is too 
much. In the paſſage above you either advance 
this identical propoſition, that what we ought to 
obey we ought to obey; or you repreſent it as a 


chriſtian's duty to obey all who are in power, in 


every civil matter, however unjuſtifiable, oppreſſive 


and cruel their conduct may be, or in whatever 


degree they militate againſt the very end of all go- 
vernment. Univerſal obedience to the Powers hat 
are, and as they are, (things ſacred you have ex- 


cepted) is what you muſt be ſuppoſed to mean, 
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It is plain from other parts 0 your ſermon that 
you do mean this; eſpecially from what you ſay 


on the example of Chriſt's not judging, when aſk- 


ed, between the two Brothers about the diviſion of 
a paternal inheritance ; and from the texts you 
bring, without any notice of thoſe explications 


that have been given of them by ſome of the 
wiſeſt and beſt of men, or of the ways and degree 


in which thoſe texts reſtrict, and explain themſelves. 
Paſſive obedience and non-reſiſtance, in all things 
civil, appear clearly to be held forth by you, and 
contended for, as a chriſtian's duty.—This is ſo 
wild and extravagant, that the refutation of it ap- 
pears an idle buſineſs, It is one of thoſe things 
that are difficult to be refuted for the want of 
media more ſelf- evident than the weakneſs and ab- 
ſurdity of the thing to be refuted. That Govern- 


ments, however tyrannical, oppreſlive, and i injurous 
to the governed, ought to be obeyed, is one of 

thoſe things which, when a man aſſerts as what he 
believes, I can hardly give him the credit of ſin- 
cerity. I never had candour enough to the court 
Preachers, in the reigns of the Stuarts, to believe 


they were ſincere. Had their doctrine come home 


to themſelves, in its application, in many con- 
Feivable ways; they would have found a different 


ſenſe and meaning in thoſe ſcriptures which you, 
after their example, have alleged, from what they 
choſe, at that time, to put upon them. I can 
ſuppoſe ſuch invaſions on your own u property by 
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tivil Governors, as would, at leaſt, lead you to 
examine your texts again; to enquire how diffe- 
rently. the Chriſtians_ were circumſtanced in the 
time of the Apoſtles from what we are now, when 
the complexion of the Government is chriſtian, as 
appears from a ſolemn profeſſion: made from the 


firſt Magiſtrate in the land to the loweſt officer in 


the cuſtoms ; and whether, in the texts themſelves, 


ſuppoſing them to have no particular reference to 


the firſt age of the goſpel, but deſigned to be binds 
ing to the end of time, there is not that to. be found 


which explains them in a very different ſenſe from 


what you muſt put upon them to anſwer your pre- 
ſent deſign. I wiſh to meet you on that latter; 
that ſtrongeſt, ground; on which the divine right 


of Kings, and the whole ſyſtem of ſlavery, hath 
been founded. Why impoſe filence upon your= 


ſelf ? Come forward under the ſanftion of eminent 


Caſuiſts, that © raſh vows are better broke than 
kept. But who am I writing to? A Pro- 


teſtant diſſenting Miniſter ? You are a prodigy : 
and ſhall I tell you what I have had more fre- 
quently in my mind than I wiſhed; ſince I fat 


down to. write to you, viz. the ſign of the Black 
Swan at Raine in Eſſex, which has this motto, 


O rara Avis in terris! If 1 ſhould excite a ſmile, 
you ought to forgive me, as in your ſermon you 


ſet the example; and muſt have diverted thoſe who 


are graver than I. e 31 


8 . | I have 


8 
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I have to regret that your ſelection of texts of 

an is not more compleat; which it might 
eafily have been made from goth of January Ser- 
mons, both of ancient and modern date. I could 
have wiſhed you the entertainment, not to add, 


inſtruction, you might have found in peruſing ſome 


of the late Mr. Bradbury's 5th of November, and 
other of his Occaſional, Sermons. ' But, alas! he 
was one of your © political men, ſound: Preachers, 
« for the moſt part idle, goſſipping, convivial per- 


et ſons; who are, it muſt be allowed, very ortho- 


ec do on Sundays, yet live the reſt of the week 


as much out of the ſpirit of their profeſſion as 


er the moſt erroneous in opinion.” P. 29, 30. 


You begin with Rom. xiii. Let every 7 fu be 


fubjecs to the higher powers. 
This you muſt reftri& : for in matters of faith 


and practice, relating to another world, we are to 


account to-none but God, who alone has dominion 
over every man's conſcience. Without this reſtric- 


tion, the Apoſtle himfelf muſt be conſidered as one 


of the moſt notorious offenders. And if fubjection 


to the Higher Powers muſt be reſtricted in one 


ſenſe, why muſt it be abſolute in every other; or 
include Subjection, whatever be the quality or ten- 
dency of their government? We need no other 


account of what the Higher Powers were deſigned 


to be, and ought to be, than what the Apoſtle 
_ And on a 8 08 that they were ſuch, 
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obedience would be a duty, and diſobedience and 
reſiſtance highly criminal, 

The Apoſtle proceeds, in the paſſage you have 
cited, to give his reaſons for this © ſubjection to 
cc the Higher Powers; not one of which can be 
brought to ſupport a claim of unconditional, un- 
qualified ſubmiſſion. 

For there is no power but of God: the powers that. 
be are ordained of God. That is, there is no ſuch, 


* legal authority but may, in one ſenſe or ano- 


ce ther, be ſaid to be from God. It is his will that 


c there ſhould be Magiſtrates to guard the peace 


* of ſocieties ; and the hand of his providence in 
te directing to the Perſons of particular Governors, 


4 ought to be ſeriouſly conſidered and revered. 


« The Authorities that exiſt under one form or 
© another, are ranged, diſpoſed, and eſtabliſhed by 
e God, the original and univerfal Governor, But 
te this cannot make what is wrong and pernicious, 
ce jn any particular forms ſacred, divine and im- 


e“ mutable; any more than the hand of God in a 


te famine or peſtilence, is an argument againſt, 


e ſeeking proper means to remove it.“ 2 
e en mM: loco. 0 


c As the chriſtian ak makes no alteration 


in natural and civil rights, let every man ſincere- 


te ly, dutifully, and voluntarily, as from his very 


«heart and ſoul, pay a reverential and peaceable 


c obedience to the ſupreme Magiſtrate, as ruling 


Ea to the laws and conſtitution of the 


F 2 geovern- 
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“government: for whatever be the particular form 
« of any political government that men agree to 
« live under, or in whoſe hand ſoever it be lodged, 
« the ſupreme Lord and Ruler of the univerſe has 
6 appointed it to be ſet up for the good of com- 
© munities, that the order and peace, rights and 
© liberties, lives and properties of the ſubjects, may 
« be preſeryed and defended againſt the private or 
ce public quarrels, injuries or treacheries which 
c the eorruptions of . mankind would naturally 1 
tc carry them into againſt one another. Note. The 4 
* Apoſtle does not here determine that any parti- 
* ticular form of government, whether monarchy, 


te mixed ' monarchy, ariſtocracy, or a common- 3 
ce wealth, is more than another of God; but only © 
ce that civil government, for the good of the com- 2 


ce munity, is his ordinance, whatever may be the 
ce particular form. of. it, ſo far and ng farther than 


« as it is fit and proper, and en to anſwer i its —_ 

« end.: Guyſe in loc. i 1 

1 have been at the trouble of. tranſcribing theſe EF 
comments, as they convey what was judged the 4 


ſenſe of the Apoſtle by two Divines whom you A 
will not ſtile © political miniſters, orthodox only, 


on Sundays, Kc. Of me, you might. have 4 
been ſomewhat ſuſpicious. » - i 


I feel myſelf ſtrongly tempted to TI you 2 . 'F 
ſhort comment of Mr. Bradbury, though, it muſt». 
be allowed, he was a political miniſter; at leſt 
one day in the year.” Lou vill ſee the Wait. 4 
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& of this interpretation” (meaning yours, and that 
of Tories, and Jacobites of his day) * if you 
© but look into the context. The reaſons he 
r gives for this ſubjeFion to the bigher powers, 
& cannot, one of them, be brought in to ſup- 
< port a claim of duty to a perſon who reckons 
© himſelf above law. There is no gower but of 
& God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 
& They cannot fay this of Tyranny in any other 
« ſenſe than that God permits it: but that is no 
& more an argument for my ſubjection to it than 
ct it is for non-reſiſtance to a fever or the plague, 
Theſe are of him: and yet it is both my right 
tr and my duty to uſe all the means I can to get 
rid of them.”—Bradbury's Sermon, entitled Nous 
reſiſtance without Prieftcraft, Die nt, | 
Wheſoever, therefore, refiſteth the Power, refiſteth 
the ordinance of God. Power, that is, civil govern- 
ment, is the ordinance:of God. It is of God; by 
kis impulſe, and accordipg to his will ; that pro- 
perty be ſecured, and that perſons ſhould not, with 
{mpunity, invade the rights of others. When 
thoſe who are in power ſo govern as to anſwer the 
ends for which alone the providence of God could 
ordain government; it cannot admit of debate that, 
diſobedience and reſiſtance are criminal. Let 
Rulers be what the Apoſtle himſelf deſcribes them 
in the very context (to go no farther) and'I'muſt 
condemn every, thing treaſonable and ſeditious—. 
| erery We to defamne, diſturb, and ſubvert their 
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government. I ſee no objection to the Apoſtle's 
ſtiling government an ordinance of God; becauſe 
God, in the intimations of his providence, and 
in the natural reaſonings and inclinations of man- 
kind, has ordered that by the intervention of men 
ſome form of government ſhould be eſtabliſhed in 
the hands of .ſome perſon or perſons among them, 


for the benefit of public ſociety, and for the puniſh- 


ing offenders againſt it, whoſe corruptions are too 
Krong to be reftrained by the fear of God. When 


the Apoſtle ſpeaks of power being the orainance 
of God; can we, with any ſhow of reaſon, believe 


chat he has determined the particular Forms, as 


he did among the Jews, or who ſhould take the 
throne ? Who will ſay that Nero at Rome, or 


a ſome Princes who have ſwayed the Sceptre of theſe 


Realms, were God's ordinance, as David was; or 


5 any ſenſe in which refiſtance, if well. timed and 


conducted, would be a fin agajnſt God? 
Aud they who refit ſhall receive unto themſelves 


damnaion. That is, they who reſiſt government 


ſo conducted, as to anſwer the end for which alone 


it could be an ordinance of God confiſtently with 


every thing we know of him; ſhall bring condign 
puniſhment upon themſelves. No Critic needs be 
told that % does not always mean in ſcripture 
what the awful word, damnation, ' imports, It 


may ſignify a ſentence in a man's own breaſt; an 


execution of ſome ſentence of numan juſtice g 


Fn; it is highly -prevalile,” is the Apoſtle's 
1 | meaning 
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LETTER III. 39 
meaning in this place) or the execution of a ſen- 
tence from the ſupreme Judge in the other world. 
And granting government to be conducted accord- 
ing to the Apoſtle's rules, clearly laid down in the 
following verſes, diſobedience, reſiſtance, and re- 
bellion, deſerve the puniſhment = meant to ex- 
preſs. | 

You, omitting v. 3. which cue points out 
what ſort of Rulers the Apoſtle had in his eye, to 
whom obedience was owing, and whom, it is cri- 
minal in the ſight of God to reſiſt; quote v. 4. 
which can need no comment. For be is the miniſter 
of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is 


evil, be afraid; for be beareth not the ſword in vain. 


He is @ revenger to execute wrath upon' him. that doeth 
evil. Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubjef#, not only for 


_ wrath, but alfo for conſcience ſake, The Apoſtle 


could not ſay this, when addreſſing an epiſtle to 
the Romans, in any ſenſe that can favour your doc- 
trine of obedience as a duty of Chriſtians to Ma- 
giſtrates, whatever they are. I cannot be miſtaken 
that this is the doctrine for which you contend : for 
p. 37. you expreſsly ſpeak of © the infpired Apoſtles 
« as commanding Chriſtians to obey Magiſtrates z 
* thoſe that were; COTA 
cc ought. to be.” 

Whether this Epiſtle was written in ws time of 
Nero, or Caligula; could the Apoſtle mean to ſay 
that either of them was * the Miniſter of God for 


E e die former” ways mae zn kams 


ſhape 5 
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ſhape; wanton in his cruelty beyond any thing 
hiſtory records. The latter ſet up himſelf to be 4 


God, and ordered adoration to be paid to him. 


Were theſe Miniſters of God for good ? Did any of 


the remaining part of the verſe belong to them; 
or-can any thinking perfon, for a moment, ſuppoſe 
that the Apoſtle, though he might mean in the 
whole of this pafſage to check a vain conceit of the 
Jews, that they owed ſubjection to none except of 
their own nation, really meant to paſs a fentence. 
of damnation upon thoſe who reſiſted fuch Rulers ? 


When the Apoſtle ſtiles a Ruler 2 miniſter of God to 


tbee for good, what can we underſtand but this, 
that © he is, according to the original deſign and 


appointment, elevated above his fellow-men, not 


for his own indulgence, dominion and advantage; 


but that he might be to thee, and to all the reſt of 
his ſubjecto, as the ſervant and inſtrument of. Gen | 


for thine, and the public good?“ | 
I can have no objection to what, 1. EY 3 


is the ſenſe you put upon v. 7. but muſt remark 
how little it applies to your idea of the uncondi- 
tional obedience to Magiſtrates in all ervil matters. 
The apoſtolic: injunction, render to all their dues ; 
tribute to whom tribute is dus; cuſtom to whom cuſtonr ; 


reverence to whom reverence ; bonour to whom honour, 


reſtricts and explains itſelf, like the reſt I have 
conſidered. If thoſe at the helm ſhould exact more 


than is due—lay : oppreſfive burdensſubjects are 


leſt at liberty by the Apoſtle, There is no cuſtom 


it 
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or tribute enjoined: but for value received nor re- 
verence nor honour, but where they are deſerved. 


Subjects ſhould be ever ready to think the beſt of 


their Rulers and their meaſures; and ſuſpend their 


judgment where they have no certain rules of judg- 


ing: but to reverence where there is nothing to be 


revered, and to honour where there is nothing ho- 
nourable, is an impoſſibility, which I ſhould not 
expect an inſpired Apoſtle to command. When you 
read the hiſtory of ſome of the Old Teſtament Kings; 
of ſome Roman Emperors; or of ſome Crowned 


Heads in later times; can you think their Subjects 
.owed them whatever they might exact; and are the 


firſt impreſſions made upon your mind thoſe of re- 
yerence and honour ? 3 

To your next quotation, 1 Tim. ii. 1 wiſh uni- 
verſal attention was paid; and, I hope, it is never 
omitted in our ſolemn aſſemblies. No cares more 
weighty, no temptations greater, than thoſe of 


Royalty: and though the ardent wiſh and fervent 


prayer of Diſſenters, and the nation at large, was 
for the interpoſition of Heaven in behalf of our 
late afflicted Sovereign, that he might be reſtored 
to his affectionate and loyal people; I ſhould with- 
hold a deſerved tribute if I did not © render ho- 
* nour” to that religious ſociety. to which you mi- 


niſter, for the example it ſet. 


As for your next quotation, Art thou called, 


being a ſervant ? care not for it: but if thou mayeſt 
Je made free, uſe it rather ; you. caingt but know 


8 1 that | 


42 LETTER III. 
that it has nothing to do with the civil Magiſtrate 


or the State; and I ſhould not wonder if theſe 


* modern Apoſtles, who are ſtruggling for liberty,“ 
againſt whom you have levelled it, ſhould convert 
it into a demonſtrative argument in their favour. 
Theſe philoſophizing, political Theologians, have 


| undertaken a far more arduous taſk with reſpect to 


* 


many a text. It is dangerous to give them even 
a hint; for they will be ſure to improve upon it. 
And I am apprehenſive, on the ſame ground, 
for your next quotation from the Apoſtle Peter. 
Submit yourſelves to every ordinance of man, for the 
Lord's jake ; whether it be to the King as ſupreme, or 


unto Governors, as unto men who are ſent by him for 


the puniſhment of evil-doers, and for the proije of them 


that do well,” Fheſe ſcientific, political Chriſtians, 


will inſtantly remark, on the authority of an Apo- 
ſtle, that government, in its various forms, is the 
ordinance of man—that it 18 inſtituted and arranged 
by men — that men may, certainly, be allowed to 


alter their 071 work, when they ſee its defects, and 


perceive ho” it may be mended— that as, in pro- 
ceſs of time, new diſorders may diſcover them- 


ſelves in the body-politic, as in the natural body, 
new remedies may, and ought to be applied. Theſe 


men are bold in their concluſions when it ſvits their 


favourite ſyſtem; and will directly infer from the 


"paſſage, that no Kings or Governors are to be con- 


ſidered as ſent of God, his delegates, and to be ſub- 


mitted to. for the Lord's *. except they come 
: up 
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up to the Apoſtle's ſtandard ; exerting that power 
with which the people have inveſted them for the 
puniſhment of evil-doers, and the praiſe of them 
that do well, i. e. for every valuable end for which 
civil government was inſtituted. —You are not 
aware, after all, what ſort of men theſe Apoſtles of 
liberty are, nor ſufficiently upon your guard againſt 
them, They will find weapons againſt your creed, 
without your aſſiſtance. 8 


Apprehending no danger from ſcience and phi- 
Joſophy, I have devoted ſome little time to the 
cultivation of both ; and hope I can ſay, that nei- 
ther my moral nor religious character has ſuffered 
by it. If both have not been improved, neither 
Philoſophy nor Science is to blame. Of ſuch abſo- 
lute neceſſity is civil government in the preſent 
ſtate of Man; under ſuch various forms has it ap- 
peared among different nations, in the ſame age, 
and in the fame nation, in different periods; in 
ſuch different degrees do the various forms ſeem 
calculated to anſwer the great end of their inſtitu- 
tion; and ſuch diſtinguiſhed names, names that 
ranked high in the religious world, have written 
upon the ſubject, that it appeared to merit no little 
attention; and I cannot conceive of a courſe of 
education compleat where this ſubject is omitted. 

But J do not ſubſtitute theſe in the room of di- 
vine Revelation. As I would till ſay, in matters 
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of Faith and Duty, to the wokD AND TO THE TES“ 
TIMONY, I have deliberately re-examined the paſ- 
ſages of Scripture you have ſelected, and others 
which you have omitted. I wiſh thoſe into whoſe 
hands your Publication,” and theſe Letters, may 
come, to judge between us whether there is any 
foundation laid by Chriſt, or his inſpired Servants, 

for that unlimited obedience to civil Magiſtrates, 

for which you contend—whether Chriſtianity makes 

any alteration in our civil ſtate and capacity—whe- 

ther Chriſtianity does not leave us in the full poſ- 
ſeſſion of that liberty in which it found us of judg- 

ing, in common with others, of the ability, cha- 
rater and conduct of Rulers; of guarding againſt 
dangerous innovations; and even of oppoſing and 
reſiſting when there are clear and unequivocal proofs, 

that the great and valuable end for which alone 
| civil government can be the ordinance of God, is 
fruſtrated, viz, the good of the community. 
Though Chriſtianity, in its ſpirit and genius, is mild 

| and gentle, patient and forbearing, ever inclined 
to hope and believe the beſt; it is no where com- 
manded us to call“ good, evil; or evil, good; 

« to put bitter for ſweet or ſweet for bitter.” Is it, 

in theory, to be ſuppoſed chat a divine diſpenſation, 

the grand deſign of which is to bring captive men' 
into the glorious liberty of the ſons of God,” as 
to their immortal ſouls ; ſhould contain any thing 
that has the leaſt tendency to enſlave mankind by 
| 1 4 | "1244 fub- 
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ſubjecting their perſons or property to the abſolute 
and uncontrolable will of any ? 


\ 


Having paid ſome attention to your appeal to 


the word of God; I cannot ſuffer your © appeal 


ce to the ſpirit of religion, and its genuine tenden- 
« cies, as experienced by the Chriſtian in his re- 
ce tired hours,“ p. 20. to paſs entirely unnoticed, 
Whatever that be which will not ſtand the teſt 
of the calm, retired hour of reflection, we ſhould 
moſt cautiouſly guard againſt. © Undue heat in 
political diſputation” will be recolle&ed with con- 
cern : but, then, for no other reaſon than undue 
heat, an unbridled tongue, or ungoverned paſſions, 
in any other matter. The ſubject is not to blame; 
but the Chriſtian's own heart; to which the attention 
ſhould be principally turned in the ſeaſons of me- 
ditation. If by the © vaniſhing of earthly king- 
« doms and worlds, in the Chriſtian's retired 
« hours,” you mean that the pleaſures and riches 
of the world „ and thoſe objects the ambitious among 
men mainly purſue; I join iſſue with you. But 


if (as is more to the drift. of your ſermon) your 


meaning is, that the civil concerns of one's country 
diſappear and are loſt ; I deny that it is ſo, or can 
be fo, to any real Chriſtian. He cannot confine 
his devotions to the ſmall circle of himſelf. His 
Country's weal or woe, will, at times, lie upon his 
heart. What lay with weight on the hearts of 
OM | Pro- 


1 
1 


ing, no inconſiderable part of what follows muſt 
4 be 


Prophets of old; of thoſe devout Courtiers, Nehe- 
miah and Daniel, in their retirements? Not only 


the religious but the political intereſts of a captive 
people. A Chriſtian might as well baniſh the civil 
intereſts of his Family from his retired devotions as 
thoſe of his Country, Is not the community at 
large, a Family, and the King the Father ? If re- 
tired meditation and devotion do not promote that 


benevolence that extends itſelf to every intereſt that 


belongs to man, civil as well as ſacred, it fails of 
its object. The Chriſtian, in his cloſet, is not em- 
ployed like the ſilk-worm in its web. Though 
he has much to do at home in his own heart—yet 
his -home is wherever there is any intereſt for his 


* - Godto promote. Were none of thoſe great Names 


who took an active part in effecting the Revolution 


Sor, who ſeeing their Rights and Liberties endan- 


gered and ftruck at, towards the end of the reign 
of an ill-adviſed Queen, ſpared no pains to ſecure 


the Hanoverian ſucceſſion men of devotion, to 
whom the cloſet was a favourite place ? Were there 


no tears, think you, ſhed ; no fervent prayers and 
eries to God; in which politics were concerned? 


The appeal you make is either againſt your argu- 
ment, or againſt the ſpirit of religion. 


"Had you . your n in that part of 
your diſcourſe I have taken the liberty of examin- 


; „ 
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be admitted. But whether you have done this, is 
now left for our impartial readers to determine. My 
view of the duty of Chriſtians at large with reſpect 
to an interference in the concerns of the commu- 
nity, may be expected to differ as widely as we do 
in opinion about the foundation on which * - 
ſermon is built. | 
| You cannot diſapprove, and condemn, more 
£4 than I do, a diſpoſition prone to prejudge, and cen- 
ſure public men and public meaſures—an unquiet, 
diſcontented, ſuſpicious, turbulent and factious ſpi- 
* Had the laying of ſuch an evil ſpirit, been 
the drift of your diſcourſe, I ſhould, moſt cordi- 
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1 ally, have wiſhed you ſucceſs. But when your diſ- 
8 courſe becomes apparently perſonal—when you go 
9 beyond your commiſſion when you make uſe of - 
| an indefenſible application of the nature of Chriſ- 
' tianity, of ſcripture quotations, and the ſpirit of | 
. religion in its ſecret exerciſes, to diſpoſſeſs your 
X fellow-chriſtians of their natural rights, and remove 
> them from their place in the ſtare; to point theſe 
1 things out, and oppoſe their ill influence, became 
? a public debt. A good cauſe may-be defended in 
B a way highly injurious: and good intentions, though 


they may ſecure a man the peace of his own mind, 
will not always juſtify him to the public. Great 
= attention of mind, and deep inveſtigation, were 
f 3 neceffary. to lay the line for the whole chriſtian 
„world, and fay © hitherto ſhall ye go, but no far- 
if: P cher. »The moſt candid conſtruction your intel- 
9e 8 " 5 ligent 
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ligent readers will put upon the eien of your : 
ſermon is, that you were not aware of the real 
magnitude of the queſtion, its complex nature, 
and the variety of things that were involved in it. 
Thovgh, in the former part of your diſcourſe, 
you draw concluſions that reſpect all who bear the 
chriſtian name, it is plain you deſigned a Concio ad 
Clerum—that your Brethren were the perſons prin- 
.cipally in your eye. I know not what your intentions 
were: but ſo large the part of the diſcourſe you 
allot to Miniſters, and ſuch its general complexion, 
that you will be conſidered, by many, as deliberately 
finking their character in the eſtimation of the Pub- 
lic. It is not for me to judge what impreſſions 
you wiſhed and intended to make; but thus far I 
muſt go, that if I knew nothing of Proteſtant diſ- 
ſenting Miniſters but from your Sermon, the moſt 
-unfavourable impreſſions would be made. Theſe 
< political Miniſters—theſe . meddling, - officious, 
— turbulent, factious ſpirits—theſe philoſophical op- 
e poſers of whatever is peculiar in chriſtianity—theſe 
ſound Preachers, orthodox on Sundays, but totally 
ce ſtrangers to the ſpirit of religion; may be, for any 
thing you have ſaid, in any. ſuppoſable proportion. 
For any thing that appears, this may be their general 
character, with the exception of yourſelf, and a few 
more, like the gleanings of the vintage. There 
requires much leſs prejudice than what, you muſt 1 
know, prevails, in many, againſt Diſſenters, both 1 | 
Miniſters and People, i in order to make this ſup- 1 
6 PR. 
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poſition, You muſt expect the remark of the 
Houſeholder, in the parable, will be applied to you, 
An enemy has done this. A Friend may wound: his 
faithfulneſs may raiſe the arm, and direct the ftroke : 
but, then, there is ſomething in the time; in the 
manner; in the reluctance diſcovered; and in the 
previous proof that every gentler method had been 
tried, that ſhows the Friend. But I have not been 
ſo happy as to diſcover, in your diſcourſe, any one 
of theſe characteriſtics. Theſe general imputati- 
ons, and cenſures, are unworthy the Gentleman; 
{to leave the Chriftian out of the queſtion) and 
every principle of a Man riſes up in ee 
againſt them. 
Since your Sermon has come into my hands, 1 
have gone round, in my thoughts, the circle of 
Miniſters, to the utmoſt limits of my acquaintance 
in London, and its environs. I have officiouſly 
acded as a * divider and a judge: and I do, this 
moment, declare that I cannot fix on one Miniſter 
to:whom that character you draw, p. 29; applies. 
be There are among ſound Preachers, political 
re men, but theſe, for the moſt part, are idle, goſ- 
e fipping, convivial perſons, who are, it muſt be 
© allowed, very orthodox on Sundays, yet live the 
& reſt of the week as much out of the ſpirit of 
e their profeſſion as the moſt erroneous in opini- 
t&© on.” You ſpeak poſitively, © there are, &c.” 
I do not ſay, there are not: but I am bound in 
honour and juſtice to aver, that I do not know the 
= Miniſter 
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Miniſter on whom I could fix the charge, and fay 


ce thou art the man, without incurring. the re- 
proach of my own mind. If, on the credit that 
may be given to your black indictment againſt an 
indeterminate number of your Brethren, ſome 
ſhould be led to make an unmerited application; 
in · what way can you repair the injury? Conſider- 
ing London as the ſeat of politics you as a Lon- 
don Miniſter—and the circumſtance of your point- 
ing out a particular denomination ; the very de- 
nomination to which you belong; this charge of 
baſenefs and hypocriſy, comes nearer to a perſonal 
eharge than you might at firſt imagine. I lament 
it that there is no way by which you can be obliged 
to give the names of thoſe whom you know to be 
the diſgrace of the miniſtry, and the chriſtian cha- 
racter make good your charge —or as publicly 
retract, as you have brought it. 4 will riſk the 
heavy charge of Politician, and ſay that a Code 
of Laws muſt be incomplete where this cannot be 
done. What ſhould we think of a man's acting a 
fimilar part to yours, in any civil matter, with re- 
ſpect to any one of the City- Companies: or of his 


deliberately diſcharging a loaded piece among a 


number of perſons aſſembled? 


Let me take the matter on another ground. You 


wiſh to be thought a Friend of the Diſſenters. 


You apprehend them reproached by thoſe from 


whoſe communion. you have ſeparated. Lou pro- 
ſs A deep concern for chat reproach. You come 
forward, 
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forward, unſolicited, and addreſs the public with 


a profeſſed deſign to remove it. With that De- 
fence you ſend into the world a Sermon, in which 


very heavy charges are brought; firſt, againſt thoſe 


Miniſters of your body, whoſe philoſophical writ- 


ings have made them generally known; and next, 


on your own declared knowledge, againſt a num- 
ber (how many, the public is left to gueſs). who 
come up to your own ſtandard in-theologica] opi- 
nions.— This is your extraordinary mode of de- 
fence: which reminds me of the Quaker who 
amuſed a highwayman who had demanded his 


purſe, till he came to a river which both were to 


croſs; then pulling him from his horſe, plunged 
him in the water, and faid, “ Friend, I will not 
« ſpill thy blood; but I will keep thee down till 
te thou art out of this life.” Some will think you 
like Huſhai, who went over to Abſalom's party 
with a tender of friendſhip and attachment, that he 
might more effectually betray and defeat him. 

Let me take it on another ground. If you thought 


your Brethren criminal in the way and degree you 


repreſent ; could you poſſibly think the method 
you have taken the moſt likely to correct and re- 


move the evil? Is it the way common prudence 


would have ſuggeſted ; leaving out. every other 
conſideration ? To become a public “ Accuſer'of 
the Brethren to accuſe them, firſt to the State, on 
thoſe very heads which you knew would render them 
EEE TS: ; and then to their God; was likely 
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to excite that indignation. againſt yourſelf, that 
would effectually prevent an attention to any thing 
you could offer. The meſſages ſent to the Aſiatic 


churches would have furniſhed you with a very dif- | 


ferent model. 

And you muiſt give me leave to ſay, that, if you 
knew there were thoſe among your Brethren, of 
the ſame religious ſentiments as yourſelf, to whom 


your heavy charge applies, you muſt know thern 


perſonally, though I cannot hazard a gueſs ; the 
genuine ſpirit of a Friend and Chriſtian would have 
ſuggeſted a very different mode of admonition and 


 reproof, far more likely to anſwer the end, more 


conſiſtent with their reputation in the public eye, 
and leſs likely to injure their future uſefulneſs. 
My addreſs to you would not have been public, 
had I not been influenced by obligations much 
yore than any can be chat are eee 


10 che inquiry, ce how far may | Miniſters of re- 


* ligion, and Private Chriſtians, interfere in che 


« politics, of the Country where they live ;” you . 
reply, that “a Chriſtian is required to abide in 
de, his calling: in which you refer to a paſſage of 


ſeripture that has not the leaſt reference to your 


ſubject. May a Chriſtian ſeek no advancement i in 
the community ? Muſt a Man, called, being on 
the Livery of London, never become a member 
of the court of Common Council a member of 
I Oe Tan that 
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that court never belong to the Court of Aldermen, 
and never fill the chair of the Chief Magiſtracy in 
the City? With what conſiſtency you grant a 
Chriſtian, being a Freeholder, leave to vote, I 
know not : for he materially interferes in the poli- 
tical concerns of his country ; becomes, from that 
moment, a political man; preſumes to judge be- 
tween the miniſterial and antiminiſterial party in 
the Senate; and muſt, by converſation, and other 
means within his reach, get the beſt information on 
Men and Meaſures, that he may ſo vote as to pro- 


mote his country's intereſt, Lou are more con- 


ſiſtent with your principles when you tell us, p. 22. 
that when a State is falling, the Chriſtian muſt 


- quietly ſuffer it to fall. Whether a Chriſtian is at 


liberty to get out of the way, leſt he ſhould be 


buried in the. ruins, you have left him to gueſs. 


Some poor man is afflicted there are ſome dan- 
derous iymptoms—he muſt die ſome time or other : 
I will not aſſiſt him myſelf, nor countenance any 
other in ,afliſting him. It would be an interference 


with Heaven, I will diſcharge the whole duty of 


a Chriſtian i in giving the man leave to die. 

I can have no objection to your conceſſion that 
ce the Miniſters of Chriſt may interpoſe as Peace- 
«* makers, and by proper methods counteract the 
60 ſpirit of faction. But this ſtrikes me as incon- 
ſiſtent with your principles: for the queſtion will 
be, what is faftion—whether a. noble ſtruggle. for 


Lacan ri ights map not. be branded with that 


Name, . 
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name. How far deep-rooted prejudices may carry 
even a great mind, we may form ſome guels from 
a certain famous Lexicographer. 


. WHIG. The name of a F action. | 
= Jobnjou” 8 Die, 


— 


For a Miniſter to determine, in various caſes that 
may ariſe, whether the oppoſition made to public 
Men and Meaſures, is the reſult of a mere factious 
ſpirit (which he muſt determine before he can 
know whether he is at liberty to oppoſe it) he muſt 
be a political man; and I am afraid you will put 
him on © leaving the quiet duties of his profeſſion.” 
Your ſimilitude of the leaky ſhip, p. 23. will ſug- 
geſt what you did not intend, namely, the ſuperior 
wiſdom of thoſe who, by caution and foreſight, Be- 
fore a voyage, prevent that hazard and danger from 
which the united efforts of all on board may not be 


able to ſave her. Prevention is always better than 


k 


a cure. 
Whilſt I grant your next particular, that © in 


tt convulſive circumſtances of a nation, Miniſters 


« of Chriſt are to bring their charge againſt fin, to 


« excite Chriſtians to prayer and repentance ;” and 


deem it highly important; it furniſhes no reaſon 
againſt expreſſing diſpleaſure with men and mea- 
ſures, when the matter really deſerves it. Miniſters 


ſhould not take the lead as informers, and accuſers. 


They ſhould be the laſt to appear in that contempti- 
þle; odious character themſelves, or to encourage it 


P 


. would make ſilence a crime. 
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in others. In their public addreſſes, whether in Ser- 
mons, or under any other form, they ſhould exem- 
plify that charity © that thinketh no evil,” either 
of thoſe of the ſame claſs with themſelves, or in 
ſuperior ſtations. But I can ſuppoſe caſes to occur 
when that charity, which takes in a general goed, 
Such caſes have oc- 
curred in the annals of this country: and what has 
been, may be. Whilſt I connect the denial of a 
Providence, and Atheiſm, together; I muſt, as a 
friend to that doctrine, to perſonal ſecurity, due 


ſubordination, and the peace and proſperity of the 


ſtate, diſapprove of your bringing forward, with- . 

out any comment or explication, certain texts of 
ſcripture, p. 24. in a ſermon profeſſedly occaſion- 
ed by the late dreadful Riot at Birmingham. When, 
in this way, you quote ſuch texts as theſe, God 
diſtributes wwrath in bis anger. Shall there be evil in 
a city, and the Lord hath not done it? And it ſpall 


come to paſs in that day that a great tumult from the 


Lord ſhall be among them, and they ſhall lay hold every 
one on the hand of his neighbour ; and his hand ſhall 


riſe up againſt the band of his neighbour ; will you 


not be thought to charge that Riot upon the God 
of Heaven to do that yourſelf againſt the ſupreme 
Governor, which you condemn when done againſt 


his Delegates upon earth? Faithful Miniſters, 
mighty. in the ſcriptures, would, in ſuch a con- 
nexion, have enquired what there is in the idiom 


| of 6 Hebrew an. that is peculiar to it 


n | 
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whether there is not, in providence, a wide diffe- 
rence between what God, for wiſe ends, permits; and 
what he abſolutely ordains, and by bis proper poter 
and agency ect. And whether this difference muſt 
not be admitted, not only to reconcile various parts 
ol the word of God one with another, but to keep 
clear of what it would be blaſphemy to imagine. 
From your mode of quoting ſcripture, I know not 
what future outrages may not be encouraged and 
ſanctioned. You have only to convince men that 
there is „ no evil in the city but the Lord hath 
« done it; that © every tumult is from the Lord ;” 
and their corrupt nature will break through all the 
weak barriers of human laws and reſtraints, and 
make their appeals to heaven, from all the deciſions 
of earthly tribunals. Oh! there is an incautious, 
careleſs, random, as well as a * deceitful handling 
« of the word of God.” Whilft my heart would 

exempt you from the one, my reafon and judg- 
ment cannot acquit you of the other. 
I am not inſenſible of the advantages I enjoy as 
a Briton: I would dwell on what God has done for 
this his favorite ſpot, until gratitude become the 
very complexion of my ſoul: and muſt conſider it as 
a delightful part of a Miniſter's duty to point out 
theſe advantages to their Hearers, on every proper 
occaſion, But from theſe great and ſignal ad- 
vantages which miniſters are bound to repreſent 
as calling aloud for thankfulneſs, a very forcible 
GER. may be drawn againſt the main drift of 
your 
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your diſcourſe. What we highly prize, we muſt 


be concerned to keep. We are prompted, from 


our ideas of theſe advantages, to keep a vigilant 


eye upon them to mark the firſt ſteps of a © thief 
* and a robber to take the alarm, and (with de- 


cency and reſpect) give the alarm. Shall Chriſtians, 
or Chriſtian Miniſters, be the laſt among men to 
ſecure a great national good, and to keep what 
God has committed to them, to the laſt day of 
Britain? Muſt Chriſtians, who are equally intereſt- 
ed in theſe great civil bleſſings of their country 
with the reſt of the members of the community, 
leave them entirely in the hands of thoſe who © are 
<« ſtrangers to the commonwealth of Iſrael? Far 
as. J am from approving an attention to the petty, 
party, ſelf-intereſted conteſts that often diſtract the 
Senate; there is a ſenſe in which every chriſtian is 
bound, in gratitude to God, and charity to men, 
to be a Politician. Whilſt I would diſcourage that 
jealouſy which marks a little mind ; it may, when 
kept within due bounds, be, under God, the pre- 


ſervation of our liberties, and the ſafety of the 
State. Such is human nature, and ſuch are the 


temptations of power, that Stateſmen may need the 


apprehenſion that the eyes of thouſands, quick and 


penetrating, are upon them. It is, for the moſt 
part, by almoſt imperceptible degrees, that civil. 


privileges are loſt, and nations fall into decay and 


ruin. A general ſpirit of ſecurity is that in a State, 
which it is in individuals among men; the worſt 
J 8 5 ' I a f | 2 of 


58 LETTER HL 
of ſymptoms, and the almoſt certain forerunner” 
of deſtruction. I ſhould, therefore, betray an ig- 
norance of man—an ignorance of the hiſtory of 
political bodies of  men—and a falſe eſtimate of 
the value of the civil advantages we of this coun- 
try, and of this age enjoy, if J did not wiſh the 
continuance of politicians, of a certain deſcription, 
in all claſſes of men. Though I hold in high re- 
ſpect the Porvers that are, and ſee, and rejoice in, 
the proſperity of my Country, I cannot but wiſh 
that Thoufands may ſtand upon their watch towers; 
and if they are Chriſtians, ſo much the better; for 
then they will be faithful: they will watch and re- 
port on principles moſt friendly to th ws and 
beſt intereſts of the nation. 

- Þ ſubſcribe to the perſonal and ſocial virtue of | 
my Sovereign, under whoſe government ſuch ſignal 


advantages are enjoyed, with heart-felt pleaſure, and. 


with gratitude to Him who makes” Princes, as 
well as Subjects, © to differ.” But whilſt J have no 
inclination to call in queſtion the truth of your 
aſſertion, p. 27. that © He has more perſonal and 
0 ſocial virtue than any Prince in Europe; 1 feet 
à great curioſity to know how you got the ſcales 


by which to aſcertain the exact quantum of virtue 


in every European Prince. He who is in poſſeſſion 
of the requiſites for determining what individual 
Prince in Europe has more perſonal and focial vir- 


tue than any other, muſt be the greateſt of Politi- 


clans.” Ho you ſhould be fo intimately acquainted/ 
349 - | with 
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with what paſſes in Courts, Cabinets, and Palaces, 
as to qualify you to be a Judge and Divider, on 
this grand ſcale, without * leaving the quiet duties 
* of your profeſſion,” ſurpaſſes my conception. 
' Away with every ſemblance of Adulation ! It does 
not ſuit the coldneſs of our clime, nor the true 
Britiſh character. | 
% We are plain Men, and fpeak right on.“ 
eee 
Was I one of thoſe miniſters, whoſe line of duty 
with reſpect to the civil concerns of a nation, you 
are laying down, I ſhould feel ſome difficulty in the 
diſcharge of the laſt branch. However true it may 
be that * meſt common people are very ignorant 
« of matters of fa and right relative to govern= 
© ment;” if I am, as you enjoin, to tell them 
this; and, eſpecially, if I muſt do it in your way; 
I ſhould be ſtrongly tempted to ſay ] pray thee 
« have me-excuſed.” I am happy often to find, 
among the common people, ſound ſenſe, and ſolid 
reaſoning, though not in the moſt logical form. 
In this country the channels of information are 
more open than in any other, reſpecting thoſe fas 
that are moſt intereſting to a community: and, 
I profeſs, I have no better opinion of ignorance 
as the mother of that duty that is owing to the 
civil magiſtrate, than as the mother of devotion, 
I was going to ſay, that a Miniſter is defective in 
the diſcharge of his duty, if the common people, 
e are more immediately under his care, and in- 
itisdg! T3 - | Rrution, 
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ſtruction, remain unacquainted with their Rights. 


While I grant that bings ſacred; thoſe ſubjects 
that relate to the ſouls of men, and their eternal 
Intereſts; are, and muſt be, the main objects of a 
miniſter's attention; I cannot think there is any 
other intereſt of importance to his people, which 
he is not bound, by the great law of chriſtian cha- 
rity, to promote. Perhaps the Prieft, who ſaw 
the man fallen among thieves, by whom he was 
robbed, wounded, and left half dead, and yet paſſed 
by on the other ſide, might have, at the moment, 
this thought among other, © I am a Prief—reli- 
<. gion is my province this can be no concern of 
mine — therefore I'll go on. „hen infamy 
£9 with thee ! 


There can be no occafion for me minutely to 
examine the ſubſequent part of your ſermon, in 
which you profeſs to point out the © bad conſequences 
&* likely to follow a Miniſter's interference in poli- 
-<«- tical matters, beyond the limits of ſcripture * 
<< miſſion.” 

Serious conſequences may be expected to fallow 
as tranſgreſſion of a divine rule. But it yet re- 


mains for you to prove that a Miniſter's interference 


in the political intereſts of his Country, is going 
beyond the limits of ſcripture permiſſion. If you 
grant there is a degree of attention permitted by 
ſori 1 you are not chen qualified to point out 
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probable conſequences, until you have aſcertained 
how far ſcripture will allow a Minifter to go. If 
there are times in which a political interference is 
allowed to Chriſtians, whether Clergy or Laity; 
you muſt be well-informed of them before you can 
be competent to write on the head of conſequences. 
For a man to tell me of conſequences of a ſerious 
nature, without informing me whence they may be 
expected to ariſe, is trifling with my feelings, and 
inſulting my underſtanding. Vou muſt either ſay 
that every degree of interference in a Miniſter, in 
the political concerns of a Country, is going be- 
yond the ſcripture permiſſion ; or, you muſt point 
out what that degree of interference is which ſcripture 
does allow; or you are only beating the air. That 
which is diſreputable—which brings the reality of a 
Miniſter's religion under juſt ſuſpicion—which for- 
feits the divine protection which, inſtead of edify- 
ing, kindles unſanctified paſſions and often de- 
ſtroys perſonal comfort; muſt be an evil of great 
. magnitude ; and it might have been expected, on 
every chriſtian principle, that you would have given 
ſuch a ſubject the attention it demands; and en- 
abled thoſe of your Brethren, for whoſe admoni- 
tion you publiſh your ſermon, to form ſome cer- 
tain, determinate judgment, about that from which 
ſuch painful and awful conſequences may be ex- 
pected.— There is a looſe, deſultory way of preach- 
ing and writing, neither favorable to truth nor 
duty. | . ; 4 
018 Though 
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Though a Miniſter, as ſuch, loſes no part of his 
intereſt in the State —if a Freeholder, is at liberty 
to: vote, as he apprehends will beſt promote his 
Country's good may be fairly ſuppoſed, with the 
advantages a liberal education affords, to under- 
ſtand the true nature of the Britiſh Conſtitution ; 
and though his religion may be expected to give 
ftrength and energy to every manly, virtuous, pub- 


lc feeling; it is readily granted that a Miniſter 


may. ſuffer the civil intereſts and concerns of his 
Country to engage a diſproportionate ſhare of his 
thoughts and converſation. Wherever this is the 
caſe, there is a juſt ground for reproof. But then, 
he ſtands reproved on no other-ground than he would 
have done on adiſproportionate attention to any other 
ſubject. If a Miniſter's attention to any fublunary 
object whatever, prevents his attending to his main 
concern, the eternal good of Souls—if it leads him 
to the neglect of any of the great duties of his ſa- 
cred function there criminality is, certainly, at- 
tached. This is a caſe for which I neither have, 
nor can have, any plea to offer. A period will 
come, when States and Kingdoms ſhall be no more, 
and the very place not known where Britain ſtood. 
To that period ſhould the firſt thoughts and beſt 


efforts of Miniſters be directed: and it ſhould be 


made to appear that they are, hot only in their 
publie miniſtrations, but their ſocial viſits —Had 


this been what you meant, I 'ſhould, moſt cordi- 


* have Joined iſſue with you, T he degree in 
: | . Which 


— 2 5 


LETTER: Hl, 63 


which that religion which adorns and exalts man in 
every character and relation, and lies at the foun-. 
dation of our immortal hopes, i is left out of con- 
verſation when profeſſors . meet; is one of the 
crimes of the age: and had this been the matter 
of your lamentation, I ſhould have freely mingled 
my tears with yours. I am perſuaded that your 
Brethren, in general, would have met you on this 
ground—and that ſome of them would have fallen 
under a Brother's reproof, and faid © we are verily 
tc ovilty in this matter; and have added © faith- 
e ful are the wounds of a Friend.” But when 
| ſomething tha; bears the ſemblance of this, is 
mingled with ſlaviſh principles, which the word 
of God is made to ſubſerve,—with a narrow, party 
ſpirit and with the moſt. uncandid, unkind, and, 
as I judge, unjuſt, inſinuations; your attempts, 
however well intended, muſt fail of ſucceſs. 
When you attach * unhallowed, boiſterous paſ- 
ſions” to political diſcuſſions, you ſhould inquire 
whether there 1s a neceſſary connection; whether 
ſuch paſſions have not been, at times, excited in 
the diſcuſſion of every other ſuppoſed intereſting 
ſabje& ; and whether they have not been, as fre- 
quently, if not more frequently, excited on a diſ- 
cuſſion of the grand articles of religion itſelf. If 
your argument from this quarter, has any weight 
with reſpect to converſing on politics, or an inter- 
ference in the civil concerns of the ſtate; it will 
g9 ſorther chan you intended: it will become a 
> Ts 
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powerful plea for baniſhing the moſt intereſting of 
all ſubjects from converſation, and for leaving the 
greateſt religious abuſes uncorrected. So much 
has experience taught men on this head, that it 
is no uncommon agreement, when entering on a 
ſoeial evening; © neither Religion nor Politics,” — 
Need I ſuggeſt to a Clerical Man that no argu- 
ment can be drawn againſt a thing from its liable- 
neſs to abuſe? What is there among the beſt things 
in the Creation of God, the corrupt heart of man 
has not diverted from its moſt beneficent deſign, - 
and miſapplied to the worſt of purpoſes? On your 
mode of reaſoning againſt political ci ſcuſſions from 
the undue heat and ftrife, enmity and ' breaches, 
they may, eventually, have occaſioned ; you muſt 
ſtrip: every female of her charms, root up every 
vine from the earth, empty the pockets of every 
traveller of his gold, and pluck the very ſun from 
the firmament. - The truth is, that neither Poli- 
tics, nor Religion, are to blame. The fault is 
ſomewhere elſe. It lies in the heart of a man, to 
which a Miniſter's attention ſhould be principally 
turned, and to the correcting of which, under 
God, his beſt efforts ſhould be ever directed. 
Could you baniſh Politics from the world, if you 
do not correct that which is the true ſource of 
your objection againſt them; you only dam up 
the ſtream, whilſt you leave the fountain untouched, | 
and heal the * hurt of the daughter of God's peo-. 
6 8 8 ſlightly.” The word of inſpiration excepts 
| politics, 
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politics, religion, and whatever elſe may be the 
ſubject of debate. ONLy by PRIDE cometh con- 
te tention.” Inſtead; then, of invectives againſt 
politics, harmleſs and innocent things, in them 
ſelves, yet in no ſmall degree intereſting to all men 
in civil ſociety; direct the Axe to the root of the 
tree; and make every thing you know of the 
humbling ſcheme of that goſpel you preach, ſub- 
ſervient to the utter eradication of that which ſcems, 
almoſt, to have eſcaped your notice in your diſ- 
courſe. Oh! this pride in the heart! It is the 
troubler of Iſrael - impatient of contradiction 
thruſts men into the Cenſor's chair prompts them 
to be, what Jeſus declined, © Judges and Dividers” 
gives them an apprehended conſequence above 
their years, experience, and abilities and is produc= _ 
tive of every evil. Of this baneful tree, let neither 
root nor branch be ſpared: . Loh 

Under the head in which you contend, that a 
Miniſter's political interference * forfeits the divine 
Protection, you introduce the Riots at Birming- 
bam. It is plain from this connexion, what you 
meant to inſinuate; and from what follows your 
remark on God's appearing when ſchemes were 
concerted to extirpate the Church, where you ſay 
that * no ſuch providential interpoſition is to be 
“expected to reſcue perſons, who in oppoſition to 


Government only ſtop ſhort of actual revolt, 


* When led by officious zeal from the quiet dy- 
0 ties of their profeſſion, into the Senator's pror 
3 K « yince z 
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« vince; unhallowed boiſterous paſſions, like their 
« own, God may permit to chaſtiſe them.” Here 
is a crime charged on certain Miniſters, ſo great 
as to cut them off from the protection of Heaven ; 
here is the dreadful Riot at Birmingham pronounced 
as a judgment from Heaven for the crime of theſe 
Miniſters; and the ſame baſe and horrid paſſions 


are aſcribed to them as actuated thoſe by whom 


ſuch deſolation was ſpread far and wide, and the 
property of ſuch numbers, many of whom you muſt 


deem innocent, deſtroyed, where there could be 


no other view but plunder, and the moſt painful 
and diſtrafting apprehenſions excited, and for days 
Joſe up, in every neighbouring town. 


It is plain who is principally intended—held up- 


to view by you under the . blackeſt character 
charged as the cauſe of what is horrid to think on 
and againſt whom you have given the thunder- 
bolts of Heaven their direction. I am under no 
more obligation to defend this Perſon than you 
are; but on the principles 'of common * 
what I owe to man; I muſt ſay that you ſhould 

have had the cleareſt proof that the Riot was occa- 


ſioned by him; and occaſioned by him in a way 


highly criminal ; before you had brought a public 


charge, which,” beſides ſtriking deep into his repu- 
tation, muſt, if believed, at the time you wrote, 


put his ſafety, and his life, to the greateſt hazard. 
It was an event to which various things might con- 


ſpire: and, notwithſtanding the cloſeſt examination 
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ſince the unhappy event, it does not appear that 
any adequate cauſe has even yet. been diſcovered. 
As for your opinion of the cauſe, it is, I apprehend, 
quite ſingular. You judge intuitively ; and there- 


fore have much the advantage of thoſe who muſt 


purſue truth in the old beaten track of inveſtiga- 


tion and evidence. How, with that event in view 


which occaſioned your diſcourſe, you, as a Miniſter, 
could be fo totally inattentive to the meaning and 


ſpirit of the Saviour's queſtion, is "aſtoniſhing + 


« Suppole'ye that theſe Galileans were ſinners above 
« all the Galileans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch 


ee things; or thoſe eighteen upon whom the Tower 


« of Siloam fell? I tell you nay : but except ye 
, repent, ye ſhall all ikewiſe periſh.” If you have 
ſuch. eaſy acceſs to the deep and ſecret councils of 
Heaven, as to be able poſitively to ſay that this or 
the other calamity was a judgment—that its true 
cauſe was an individual, whom you can point out— 
and that this or the other was the particular crime 
for which he became the object of this awful viſi- 


tation; you will be called upon to ſhew why ſuch 


numbers were involved in the calamity who were 


not partakers of the ſin, Let the ignorance and 


darkneſs of the human mind, in the preſent ſtate, 
prevent ſuch future daring with reſpe& to divine 
diſpenſations as that which you have exemplified ; 


and your very text. and the kind and humble ſpi- | 


Tit and genius of your. religion, effectually keep 
wee character of @ Judge and 
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Divider. How could you ſo ſoon forget your own 
account of a Miniſter's duty? p. 24. 
Ml-etaphors and ſimilitudes are nice things, that 
require a maſter's hand. I have but one obñjec- 
tion againſt your ſimilitude of the Foreigner with 
bis Ship, and that is, the total want of ſimilarity. 
There is not a ſingle point of importance to which 
it can apply. Pray, who is the Foreigner who, 
ec with his ſhip, enters one of our harbours?” Is 
no man a citizen with yourſelf—no man at home 
in the country where he drew his firſt breath; ex- 
cept his theological creed coincides with yours, mine, 
or that of the ſtate? What! deprive a man of his 
intereſt in the ſtate—make him an alien and a 
ftranger—ſtrip him of his birthright, on account 
of ſpeculations and opinions? How can it be that 
-a Proteſtant and Nonconformiſt, ſhould not un- 
pres op his principles better | 
With what -< jarring opinions were the Sine 
e of the inhabitants of this Iſland agitated, ” when 
this, moſt abſurdly ſuppoſed, Foreigner's ſhip en- 
tered one of our harbours ? Did parties run higher 
than ufual; or was there any one thing 1 in which 
the ſtate was concerned that could excite a mo- 
:ment's alarm in any thinking man? I have no ob- 
jection to your account of the duty of a Foreigner 3 
one that is not a ſubject of the realm; and has 
mo intereſt at all in the ſtate. It is, certainly, his 
wiſdom to make the beſt of the times, land his 
Karge; diſſ Poſo of-1 it, ger e and be Sone. 
Rr | W 6 But 
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But what would be indiſcreet, impertinent med- 


dling, and juſtly expoſe him to the reſentment of 
the State, may be not only allowable, but in ſome 
Circumſtances, the duty of a Citizen. I have no 


objection to your reaſoning; but your premiſes are 
fallacious. The ſhip which you ſpeak of as burnt, 


inſtead of being a foreign bottom, is Britiſh built, 


and her Owner a Briton; burnt in a harbour which 
is as free for her Captain as any other ſubject in 


the Realm. If he is found breaking the laws, let 


the laws and a jury of his peers try him. Shall 
his property be conſigned to a lawleſs rabble, and 
any exult at the flames by which his property is 
conſumed? The civil magiſtracy is bound to de- 


fend the perſons and property of even the guilty 
till the guilt is proved; and then, the puniſhment 


muſt be in its own hand, and 0 its own ket 
ment. 


Whatever imagination 1 may give you. credit 
for (and I would deny you none that you merit) 
in the remaining part of your moſt unfortunate 


fimilitude ; I can give you no credit for juſt views 


of our natural and acknowledged rights—of the 
-unalienable right even of private judgment or 
any juſt valuation of our national privileges. 


Amidſt the various things that have excited my 
aſtoniſhment in an attention to your ſermon, this 


is not the leaſt ; that when the ſubject was, the duty 
| of Chriſtians 10 the civil Magiſtrate, to which, E 


we are N you were led by the Riots ar Birming- 


| 8 k | ham; 


* 
ap 
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kam; Rioting is not held up to view as a breach 
of that duty. Though a Riot is inconſiſtent with 
the firſt principles of civil ſociety—ſets magiſtracy 


entirely aſide—brings men, for the time, into a 


ſtate of nature—is often attended with the moſt 
criminal exceſſes and commonly ends fatally to 
ſome of our ſellow- creatures, and theſe, often, not 
the moſt guilty; you paſs it over in fo ſlight a 
manner, and ſo connect perſons and opinions, 
hom you endeavour to repreſent as obnoxious as 
poſſible, that you can hardly be ſaid to condemn 
it. You owed it to magiſtracy—to due ſubordi- 
nation and the peace of the kingdom, to have 
faid;nothing on rioting, unleſs you had faid more. 
It is a moſt dangerous thing even to hint at theo- 
logical opinions, however erroneous, in ſuch a 
connexion as you have repeatedly done. If the 
State cannot make a creed to command the aſſent 
of the mind, and bind the conſcience; certainly, 
not the rabble. Who can tell « what change may 
e come?” You and I may be deemed: the Fo- 
'reigners—be conſidered as only on ſufferance in 
the land of our Fathers. What we may think 
to be the ſpices of Arabia, others may call pot- 
ſonous drugs. Our ſtruggles for the unalienable 
right of landing and diſpoſing of our goods, may 
de branded as offieious meddling, criminal inter- 
ference ; and the ſhip may be burnt, and we burnt 
bee Let your “ zcal be according to know- 


LS NEN. 
poſition, that < Chriſtianity is "ſti —_ the. 


ce: State. p. 16. 
There is no one thing that heirs * en 


able an impreſſion on my mind, as that moſt ap- 


parent want feeling with which you ſpeak of ſuch 
a ſcene of diſtraction and deſolation as the late Riot 


occaſioned, So many fires kindledſo many Gen- 
tlemen, who had families and extenſive property; 


marked out, and lying at the mercy of a mob, 


heated and inflamed, day after day, by the contents 
of the cellars of the houſes they deſtroyed Wives 


and Children hurried away to places of apprehended 


ſafety, which, they ſoon found, could afford them no 
laſting ſnelter - the afficted taken from their cham- 


bers and their beds; and others removed in cir- 


cumſtances moſt hazardous to life itſel many 4 
female boſom torn with anguiſh! for a beloved Huſ- 


band's ſafety How could-it be that ſuch a ſcene 


of complicated diſtreſs, did not, for the time, obli- 


terate the diſtinction between Few and Samaritan,: 


and call up ſomething of fymparhy within, ſome 
feeling for another's woe; which, — FO 


the Na16nu8B0UuR and the May? 


As a Friend to truth in general, ee 


trines which I deem of great importance, and 
which have lately been attacked by Writers of ac- 


knowledged abilities; I muſt diſapprove and con- 


demn every thing like conſigning thoſe writers to 
a lawleſs Rabble, or a haſty conftruing. every ca- 
nne 
0 6 | | This 


I, 
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This mode of reply, will be interpreted into 4 
conſciouſneſs of the weakneſs, of our arguments : - 
and it can work no conviction on the minds of our 

opponents, unleſs this, that we have departed 
from the ſpirit of our religion, however near we 

may be to its ſpeculative truths. 

Though I have none of your W of: 
danger from ſcientific, philoſophizing men; and 
may be ſuppoſed to pay ſome deference to their 
opinions, where no higher authority intervenes; 1 
muſt ſtill think that no name under heaven can 
ſanction your quotation, p. 40. If I grant with 
your Philoſopher, that the © ſcience of Salvation and 
« Government are different; and that the Doctrines 
c of the Goſpel have but one object in view, the 
cc ſalvation of mankind: does it follow that 
< their liberties and properties have nothing to do 
« vyith it? Are not the ſaved, Men? Have they 
no property, no liberty, in the world in which their 
ſalvation is begun? Do not the precepts of the goſ- 
pel go on the ſuppoſition that there are rich as well 
as poor; Maſters as well as Servants; Governors 

as well as Governed? Whatever be the procuring 
cauſe of ſalvation; will you contend (for I preſume 
you have adopted what you quote) that there is no 
connexion: between a man's being actually ſaved, 
and the proper application of what God has given 
him to poſſeſs? Do you recolle& no ſuch parable as 
that of the Talents: no ſtriking repreſentation made 
Oo of the proceſs of the judgment day ? 
3 80 
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So far are Humanity and Patriotiſm from being in- 
compatible virtues, that they are inſeparable. The 
whole is made up of its parts: and I know not 
how you can define a Patriot better than, by the 
man who has a heart to feel for every individual in 
a community. And beſides, if © Patriotiſm and 


bumanity,” are two © incompatible virtues:” if 


their © union never was, and never will be known: 
in what a difficulty does your Philoſopher involve 
us? He ſtiles them virtues: conſequently to be 
exerciſed, Which muſt we give up? You have 
found one Philoſophizing Chriſtian, moſt certainly, 
to be guarded _ and yet, have _— his 
opinion. 

Little anxious, as you really appear to dos for the. 
reputation of Diſſenters at large, you till have the 
credit of an attempt to do ample juſtice to the ſo- 
ciety to which you miniſter. The ſpirit of rioting 
might not be confined to Birmingham. It might 
ſpread : might reach even London. It might be 
prudent to make your peace; to ſave yourſelf and 
your immediate connexions, whatever the fate of 
others might be; on the well known maxim that 
e charity begins at home.” From a High Church 
Mob, as you well judged, your avowed ſentiments 
would have been your ſecurity; and if credit had 
been given to your account of your flock, they 
would have been ſafe too.—Bur in whatever reſpect 
I might hold your perſon, or miniſtry, I ſhould, 
if an individual in your ſociety, moſt readily have 
5 L | di- 


14 - EE T-PE RUE 
difpenſed with the honour you might intend me, 
whatever value I might put upon the /afery. 
I cannot ſuppoſe you capable of any report but 
what you apprehend to be true in fact: but, that 
there ſhould be, in Britain—in the Metropolis of 
the Kingdom—in this enlightened age—amongſt 
Proteſtants, and Proteſtant Diffenters—a Society, 
not inconſiderable as to number, who believe the 
doctrine of non-reſiſtance and paſſive obedience— 
ho ground their belief (p. 37.) on the inſpired 
Apoltles, that obedience. and fubmiſſion to Rulers A 
is the duty of Chriſtians, whatever they are; whe- oF 
ther a William III. a Prince of the illuſtrious Houſe 
of Brunſwick, or a Nero—that no Chriſtian, with- f 
out a breach of duty, can ſeek or accept an ad- 
vancement in the ſtate; can interfere, or take any 
part in the political intereſts of his Country; or 
put out a hand to ſupport a tottering ſtate; is a 
thing ſo ſingular, ſo counter to any thing we might 
expect, that nothing can engage my belief but a 
declaration, with their reſpective ſignatures, and the 
ſigning atteſted by perſons of the firſt credit in the 
Kingdom. Conſiſtently with your avowed opinion 
of political interference, eſpecially in a Miniſter, in 
its criminal nature and dreadful conſequences, you 
could not introduce political ſubjects into conver- 
fation, join in them when introduced by others, not 
ne them to be diſcourſed upon in your preſence, 
if you had influence and power to prevent it. It, 
therefore, ſtrikes me that you have not the means 
9 of 
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of information with reſpect to the ideas of your 
own people in political concerns, che opinions they 
may have ventured to give of Men and Meaſures, 
or of the conſtitutional ſteps they have occaſionally 
taken. You will not miſtake me. I am hunting for 
a ſalvo for your integrity, and which ſhall leave your 


people in the quiet poſſeſſion of the place they once. - 


held in the ſtate, - and that which they merit in 
public eſtimation, 

Perhaps ſome perſons, of more curioſity than 1 
have, ſtruck with ſuch a prodigy as your people 
muſt be, in theſe times, if they accord with your 
ideas, and anſwer to your 'intended evlogium, 


may take the pains to inform themſelves whether 


this or the other Merchant or Tradeſman in your 


connexion, is never ſeen with any one of thoſe im- 


pertinent, officious, ' interfering, - political things, 


News- papers, in his hand—never been known to 


enquire into, or hazard an opinion of a Spaniſh 
diſpute or convention; a recent formidable naval . 
armament, to ſettle the quarrel between the Turks 
and Ruſſians; new Taxes as they are laid ; or other 
articles of a pure political nature, For ought you. 


know, your correſpondent could give ſome infor- 


mation on this head. But ſince you attach ſuch 
criminality to theſe things, far be it from him to 
commence an informer. Je the World, we 


may; and, in ſome degree, we muſt; the great 


duty of the Chriſtian is * not to abuſe it, ſeeing the | 
1 falnion of the world paſſeth away,” 
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l can have no objection to that © interference in 
lie Government of our Country, viz. by Prayer 
« to God,” which you allow the Chriſtian : and 
am well aware of their importance to the State 
who make conſcience of bearing its beſt intereſts 
on their hearts, before the Supreme Ruler, in their 
public and private Devotions, however neglected 
or unknown. But is not this very conceſſion, in ſome 
degree, inconſiſtent with your former account of a 
chriſtian's duty? What you aſk of God for your 
Country muſt be an apprebended good : and I wiſh 
to know how you can form a judgment, in many 
caſes that may occur, what is really ſo without en- 
tering on the unhallowed field of politics. I ſcarce 
know how a Miniſter can expreſs himſelf in Prayer 
for the political intereſt of his Country, eſpecially 
on public occaſions, without being conſidered as 
giving an opinion on ſome of the greateſt political 
queltions. You mvſt remember that the not pray- 
ing, in direct terms, for the ſucceſs of his Majeſty's 
Arms, by Sea and Land, in the late unhappy 
American war, was generally underſtood as a con- 
demnation of it, and conſidered as a Miniſter's po- 
litical interference. Before we pray that « God would 
ec inſpire our Generals with martial wiſdom, and our 
* Troops with valour, I ſhould think an Apoſtle's 
maxim, in relation to a different ſubject, worthy 
of regard, viz. let every man be fully perſuaded 
&« in his own mind.” 


You 


LETTER III. 7 


Lou grant to all a liberty © of incerfering in the 


e government of their country by prayer.“ But 


where can be the reaſon for ſeparating the aſe of 
means from prayer in the Body Politic, any more 


than in the Natural Body? What ſhould we think 


of a man's underſtanding, or, indeed, of his piety, 
if having an eſtate on low ground, by the ſea ſide; 
ſhould content himſelf with praying againſt ſtorms 


and inundations, without attending to the ſtate of 
_ ns . 


Every publication muſt be conſidered as a fair 
object for the animadverſion of any. The liberty 


I have taken with yours, others may take with 


mine: and I cannot expect they will ait for my 
conſent. I could not make your reſolution. What 
I have advanced on the moſt intereſting parts of 
your ADDREss and SERMON, I hold myſelf ready 
to defend; and ſhould be, I truſt, equally ready 
to recall it, on a conviction that I am wrong. 
Some degree of humour may be natural to me. 
If I thought it had been indulged too far, it would 
be matter of real concern. I had my reaſons for 
concealing my name: but none unfriendly to you. 
That credit for good intentions which I have given 
you, to the utmoſt bounds of poſſibility, I ſhall hope 

for in return. : 
That our ſhores may have peace and our cities 
reſt—that nothing that 1 is © now at reſt may be diſ- 
Dew GIG, 62 
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e turbed, but for the glory of God and the greater 


| Fn of the Land—and that you, and all who 


may read your Publication, and theſe Letters, may 
ſo act as to be approveg by Jesus the Jobek 
and DiyrpkER of * whole world, NOR: be the 
prayer of, | | | 


Rv. Sir, 


8 'Your faithful Correſpondent, 
London, | | 
Sept. 1, 1791. 


* * *. 


© PosrscrIPT. It is ſome ſatisfaction to me ta 


+ find that J have not miſtaken the general drift and 


tendency of your AbpRkss and SERM ON; though it 
comes through a very painful channel. What I 
have obſerved; what has been obſerved by others; 
and what, I ſhould: think, has not eſcaped your 
own obſervation, is, the warm reception and ap- 
probation 3b have met with from thoſe whoſe 


views of civil and religious liberty are narrow and 


confined,” and who have always proved themſelves 
moſt lena; to Diſſenters, and their intereſt. 
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